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Ae BEIT g @F Al geA oleld mAwol
F&50 @ d sl Aol Urk. FFol AdeIA 1 o F RE

T Y. 1980 - TdAlA FekaAdy & 'Jew'ek 'Jewish!
|05 AwWsty] A dedoez YHoee FudY 5A-S
N acia=

"Jew - 1. fFEiQ), 3B FElA A 2. ((F9]))
FAL; A, 2 YA an unbelieving ~ &4
we Atk 'Go to the Jews' - LT EFHAANA =S

2 7Fc}. 'Rich as a Jew' - & H-x#Ql".
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2. FUAES AAG) U B AHL A a Qo

3. RUAES A 78 AP UR B AYe A guh,

4 RUAES A BRIAE (FU WS A T
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5. IS BE WA Qolub EAl Bl ob BA® sivh.
6. FUUES FAROE Uojh AES UF o] BAwT

7. RUAES VT YRE UR gol BA@.

8. HUlAES UE AgERG o SUsta 4ra,

9. FAES FRW VLol LR Bo| BA@T,

10. FOQIES A el Aol Aol glrh,

11 §olQlse] @Ba B4 Wil Agsel fue dojgt,
'"ADL  Global 100'¢] =#pAMgE A¥7} ADL ALl EoflA] i Sl
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<Abstract>

Perceptions and Representations of
the Jewish People through Media in

Korean Society

Gilad Weiss
Korean Studies Department
Graduate School of International Studies

Seoul National University

This research deals with the way Jews are presented in Korean
media. Comparing two newspapers known for their different political
alignment - the Conservative Chosun Ilbo and more Progressive Hankyoreh,
might reflect different perceptions of Koreans regarding the Jewish people.

This research focuses on four topics that Koreans usually associate
with Jews. The first is what Koreans call "Jewish Education" and the
common stereotype of the "smart Jew" or the "Jewish genius". It is believed
that Jewish education is the key to their "intellectual superiority", their
astonishing achievements and their disproportionate percentage among

Nobel Prize laureates, which Koreans often mention. The second topic is
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referred to as "Jewish Power" and involves the belief in a Jewish conspiracy
for domination over world politics, media, Wall Street and Hollywood. The
third topic is the on-going, never-ending conflict between Israel and its
Arab neighbors, or more specifically, the Palestinians. The final topic is the
dominant feeling among Koreans that while the Jews won recognition and
compensations for the Holocaust, Koreans never really gained recognition
for the atrocities committed upon them during the Japanese colonial period,
mainly the issue of "Comfort Women", young women forced into sexual
slavery by the Japanese.

Given the abundance of newspaper articles regarding Jews, this
research was restricted to editorials and columns only. The time period was
restricted to July 1% 2013 to June 30™ 2015. This period would hopefully
allow to us to identify possible changes in representations of Jews,
following the 2014 war between Israel and Hamas, that broke out on July
8™ of that year.

The search was done by defining 24 combinations of search-words.
These include, among others, such combinations as "Jews + education",
"Jews + money", "Jews + power", "Jews + Israel", "Jews + Germany +
Japan". A total of 126 editorials and columns matching the search words
and the time period were analyzed.

Regarding the topic of "Jewish Education”, I found that while the
Chosun Ilbo has treated this topic to a certain degree, and published 8

articles that deal with, or refer to "Jewish Education", the Hankyoreh did
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not write on this matter at all. The Chosun Ilbo includes idealized
descriptions of "Jewish Education", and stresses the need to implement
"Jewish learning methods" into Korean society.

Regarding the topic of "Jewish Power", I have found no articles
dealing directly with this matter. However, the description in 4 Chosun Ilbo
articles and 2 Hankyoreh articles seem to support the notion that all Jews
are rich and powerful.

I found the Hankyoreh to be much more critical towards Israel than
the Chosun Ilbo. While both describe Israelis' hatred towards Palestinians,
and Arabs in general, the Hankyoreh uses words like massacre and
slaughter for depicting Israeli military actions against Palestinians. The
Chosun Ilbo did not use these words, even in the midst of the 2014 war. 3
Hankyoreh articles compare Israel to the Nazis.

On the topic of recognition and compensations for past victimhood,
both papers emphasize the different ways in which Germany and Japan treat
their past. Within the above mentioned time period, this argument was
found in 8§ articles published by each of the two newspapers. In 9 Chosun
1lbo articles, Japanese leaders are depicted as hypocrites for acknowledging
the Jewish Holocaust while not accepting their own country's responsibility
of atrocities committed upon Koreans and other nations in Asia during the
first half of the 20™ century. No such argument is found in the Hankyoreh. 5
Chosun Ilbo articles recommend implementing methods used by the Jews to

promote recognition for past atrocities. The Chosun Ilbo regards Jewish
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organizations like the Simon Wiesenthal Center as an example for Koreans
to follow. Similar argument is not found in the Hankyoreh. The Hankyoreh
is more critical towards history teaching methods within Korea, and
mentions not only the Japanese colonization period, but also crimes
committed by the Korean regime under the leadership of Park Chung-Hee.
4 articles on that topic were published in the paper in the above mentioned
period. Only one Chosun Ilbo editorial is critical towards history education
in Korea, but it deals with the remembrance of the massacre of ethnic
Koreans by Japanese following the 1923 Great Kanto earthquake, rather
than crimes committed by the Korean government in the 1960's and 1970's.
Koreans' fascination with the Jewish people is manifested in the
abundance of news reports, editorials and columns dealing with various
aspects of Jewish culture and history. Numerous books and researches
about Jews have been produced , and references to Jews are abundant on the
Internet. It is hoped that this research would shed light on Koreans'

perceptions of Jews, and the way they are presented in Korean media.

Keywords: Jews, Media Analysis, Chosun Ilbo, Hankyoreh, Stereotypes,
Israel
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