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% Lukas Ballweg 0.S.B., 1973. “Alt-Bischof Theodor Breher OSB”, in: Adelhard
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Adelhard Kaspar, Placidus Berger, HWAN GAB-: 60 Jahre Benediktinermission in
Korea und in der Mandschurei. Miinsterschwarzach: Vier-Tirme—-Verlag, p. 171.
€0 FPatsachenbericht, , P. Viktorin Zeileis, "Kurzer Bericht aus der Abtei Yenki
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Ottiliensi eiusque historia (26)”, VOX LATINA (200), pp. 195~196.
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Abstract

The Activities of the German St. Ottilien Congregation of Missionary
Benedictines in Manchuria under Japanese Imperial Rule
- Focusing on Educational Work, 1921~1945 -

Isabella Jukas

Graduate School of International Studies
International Studies (Korean Studies)
Seoul National University

This work reexamines the missionary activities of the German St. Ottilien
Congregation of Missionary Benedictines in Manchuria under Japanese
Imperial Rule from its beginnings in 1921 until 1945. The Catholic
missionary enterprise has been understood in a broader sense as cultural
endeavor. The missionaries considered factors that were necessary to
successfully implement Catholic faith and found an anchor in establishing
an accessible educational system. This is where the strength of the
Congregation lies: their traditional approach to education is modified
according to local needs. It would not be appropriate to assume that the
Catholic Mission aimed at eradicating local traditional culture by fostering
Christian morals and rituals. Rather, they tried to forge links between
Catholic faith and everyday life, religious practices and secular realities
while supporting the idea that a sus generis quality is inherent to religion.
Considering the colonial situation, the missionary enterprise was torn
between politics of rivalry and compromise, as both the Japanese Empire
and local movements tried to exert ideological influence on the intra-

colonial migrants from Choson via the means of education. Nevertheless,
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Catholicism attracted more church members than any other religious
group in Manchuria at the time. In this region, Catholic faith and the
seeds for an education system had been introduced by the settlers from
Choson themselves. Thus, the Catholic belief system was not unknown to
them. To a certain degree, the missionaries were able to profit from
established organizational structures of religious villages etc., which in
turn facilited the erection of mission stations and schools. In this new
mission field, the missionaries strived to sustain an accessible and self—
supported church community, both economically and educationally. This
endeavor echoed from within the colonial situation, where dynamics of
community formation took place.

The case of the Missionary Benedictines illustrates an ideal of religion
which strived to include its members into an all-encompassing ‘world
church’. This work argues that their Catholic schools can be understood
as ‘third zone’. For the regional population, which was mainly constituted
of settlers from Choson, the schools provided an activity space that
seemed to promise shelter from colonial authorities, to offer an
alternative to the colonial education enterprise, and to further encourage

local community building.
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