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< Abstract >

The study for the covert participation of

the Soviet Air Force in the Korean War

[litazova Kymbat

Korean Studies Department
Graduate School of International Studies

Seoul National University

The Russian Federation formally admitted the participation of the
Soviet Air Force in the Korean War at first time in 1993, although it was
recognized that the Soviet Union dispatched restrictedly their pilots to
the Korean War.

The aim of this study is to investigate the Soviet Union’s historical

background of the political decision on the participation, aerial combat
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actions, and roles in the Korean War concerning the entering of the
Chinese People’s Volunteer Army in the Korean War. In fact, the Soviet
Union tried to avoid the conflict with the United States of America, and
had to join in the Korean War with confidentiality.

In addition, this study attempt to investigate the historical facts kept in
secret under the Soviet Union during the Cold War System through the
Soviet pilot’s remembrance.

After the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army entered in the Korean War,
the Soviet Air Force kept their air base in the Chinese Territory
Manchuria, did not go beyond the Pyongyang—Wonsan Line, maintained
restrictive air supremacy in the combat zone, MiG Alley in the
northwestern area of North Korea, and covered the supply lines of the
Chinese People’s Army. The Soviet Air Force built the Communist Air
Force (North Korean and Chinese Allied Air Forces) in Manchurian
Sanctuary where is excluded in an attack of the United States Air Force
for the political reason, reducing the possibility of danger of extending
war.

Although it was known that air supremacy was taken under the United
States Air Force during the Korean War, in fact it is not true except in

the early stage of the Korean War before the Soviet Air Force joined in
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the War. Air Forces in MiG Alley competed each other in the balance of
aerial fighting strength.

Since the participation of the Soviet Air Force was inevitable decision
for the join of the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army in the Korean War,
the Soviet Union participated in secret for avoiding the direct collision
with the United States of America, and undertook limited war in the
Korean Peninsula without extending war.

The Soviet Air Force pilots had to be silence their participation of the
Korean War, kept secret the real cause of death even when they died
during the War, and did not receive relevant official honors. In the
Soviet Union, there were no war memorials and the cemetery for the
warriors of the Korean War. It was only fear and pressure left for them
about the covered information. Historical facts and individual
participants were disappeared in the Cold War System due to the covert

participation of the Soviet Air Force.

Key Words: Soviet Air Force, Korean War, Chinese People’s Volunteer
Army, air supremacy, MiG Alley, Manchurian Sanctuary, limited war,
Cold War, Soviet pilot’s remembrance,

Student Number: 2011-24212
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