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(

)
)
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I Abstract

A Study on Changing Process of Community

and Spatial Structure by Rural Development Project

. A Case Study of Mundang-ri, Hongsung Country, Chungnam Province

Myeong—eun Ha
Graduate School of Environmental Studies,
Seoul National University

Advised by Professor Jong—sang Sung

The present study considers the interrelationship between projects, communities
and space by analyzing the characteristics of changes in the communities and life
space in farming villages and by focusing on rural area development projects as
an extrinsic factor among the major factors having dominant effects on farming
villages with a view to understanding the process of spatial formation and
modernization in rural communities, The analysis is conducive to breaking away
from the established physical and static methods of approaching rural development
projects in favor of dynamic aspects of spatial changes in rural areas so as to
understand overall space and landscape of farming villages, The site selected for
this study is Mundang-ri village in Hongsung Chungnam, where they have
embarked on multiple projects and engaged actively in resident communities, as a
case of crossover rural area development, This study focused on the period since
the government—led Saemaeul Movement project implemented in the village, The
findings of this study on the case of Mundang-ri village indicate how the rural
development projects in crossover development efforts have worked for residents’
living and space beyond simple physical changes and how the village has dealt

with the projects internally for further development,
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This study is based on the perspective of cultural ecology that human life and
environment are interrelated with each other, As for study methods, project
reports and relevant books were reviewed and field surveys and resident
interviews were conducted for data collection, Also, aerial photographs, maps and
site images were used for verification so as to take approaches as substantial as

possible and to derive visible and tangible results,

The results of this study were derived in terms of two aspects: that is, first,
the characteristics of changes in life space and communities in the village and
resultant effects on residents life, and secondly future directions and implications
of projects, In sum, concerning the changes in communities and characteristics,
the rural development projects in 1970 had direct effects on formation of
organizations, whilst in the 1980s the projects exerted indirect effects on
disorganization of community activities, In the 2000s, as the projects turned into
bottom—-up from top—down characteristics, it came to have complementary
relations with village communities, Also, three characteristics of community
changes were found in relation to the projects, That is, the village turned into
residents’ voluntary, ecological and local productive communities, Specifically,
first, the income—oriented residents voluntary community based on village leaders’
efforts and residents’ voluntary participation were found to have interacted with
the bottom—up project method in the 2000s, Second, the ecological community
based on eco—friendly farming and urban-rural exchanges specific to the village
conformed to the project specifics, and laid the foundation for attracting projects
under the themes of environment, ecology and tourism in line with the social
phenomenon of eco—friendliness and the increase in leisure activities thanks to
the 5—day workweek system, Third, the local productive community based on the

Poolmoo agency consisting of Poolmoo School and local production organizations
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provided stability, validity and effectiveness for the projects aiming at income
generation, This study on the characteristics of communities in the village
established that active residents’ communities, foundation for local productive
system, distinctive local characteristics, viable projects and infra were associated
with successful projects, These factors will constitute the guidelines for future

village project planning in other rural areas,

Regarding the effects of the projects on life space, in the 1970s—80s, village
infra, notably housing and road materials and sizes were changed, In the 2000s,
income infra for urban-rural exchanges was generated, followed by recent positive
acceptance of residents’ demands, However, infra needed for farm production and
establishment of eco—friendly space for residents were far from sufficient, Instead
of clinging to immediate income generation, spatial planning for facilities for
residents’ living from a long—term perspective is needed, Besides, as the projects
were implemented, life space turned into facility—based internal space, aesthetic
and symbolic space for outsiders and income—based space pursuing market
economy, which seemed positive given the convenience of life, better visual
landscaping and growth in income generation, At the same time, such changes
implied a factor of malaise in relation to rural communities, especially residents’
meetings, space and relationship, In implementation of projects, bias for facilities,
internally oriented design for better living conditions, planning external rest space
for consumers only, not residents, and income generation for the benefit of a few

residents must be shunned for the sake of sustain—ability of rural communities,
Based on the findings here, this study suggests the following for future

projects, First, it is desirable to carry out projects directly or indirectly conducive

o . . o . . . . . ) oy
to raising the community spirit with a view to enhancing residents communities
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prior to commencement of projects, Second, it is necessary to persist with projects
and to generate income by fostering local productive system in connection with
villages, Third, like the Hundred Year's Planning for Mundang-ri, plans need
developing from long—term perspectives to uphold distinctive local characteristics
via a master plan for the village, Fourth, in terms of spatial planning, supports
for communities need be considered by reflecting real life of residents, Fifth,
residents should be empowered to choose projects, relevant details and space on
their own volition by means of wider scopes of projects so that they can cope

flexibly with social changes and other shifts in villages,

Although it is hard to generalize the findings of this study as it focused on
just one site and relied on interviews with residents surveyed to a great extent in
respect of spatial changes, which was highly likely to end up in errors resulting
from limited memories, this study is meaningful on the grounds that it focused on
interrelationship between rural area improvement projects, communities and life
space to examine the changing process and further to extend the significance to
landscaping, that it analyzed a rural village from multifaceted perspectives of
humanities, society and economy and that it shedded tangible and microscopic

light on the specifics of rural life,

I Keywords : Rural development project, Rural community, Life space, Mundang—ri
village, Changing process, Interrelationship

B Student Number : 2010-22372
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