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B Abstract

A Study on the Micro-Discourse about
Seoul Forest in Personal Media

- Focused on Sense of Place -

Jaei Lee

Graduate School of Environmental Studies
Seoul National University

Advised by Prof. Jong-sang Sung

This study aims to figure out individual’ s specific perception and
satisfaction of Seoul Forest by reading the visitors’ feelings and perspectives
on Seoul Forest through the personal media.

The development of media has brought a radical change in the methods,
ranges, influences of communication since human history. Posting one’ s
opinions and thoughts with no limits on the virtual spaces such as Blogs,
Twitter and Facebook which are private spaces is the most important change
of personal media. In the modern society that emphasizes individuality and
diversity, the importance of “personal comment” is growing gradually and
“the personal media” is the key of its change.

There are lots of attempts to induce citizens to participate through
personal media in the field of landscape architecture as well. In the past, city
parks used to be designed and operated only by the experts. Now, however,
we are taking a communicative method and management that accepts all
citizens’ ideas through various media and it makes people get more
interested in the city park. From all these perspectives, this study assumed
that there are high correlations between citizen’ s active participation in Seoul
Forest and the act of posting their opinions on the personal space. By adding
value to “Space” , it could be forming “the sense of place.” Seoul Forest
had been chosen as a research site because it has a long story and identity
and it will lead more various micro-discourses and “the sense of place.”
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This study tried to figure out the micro-discourse from the personal media
that reflects citizens”  actual opinions of Seoul Forest without any
interventions of experts. Furthermore, qualitative research method especially,
discourse analysis was adopted to analyze the micro-discourse about Seoul
Forest in a time series. Based on derivation of micro-discourse, this study
mainly focused on “the sense of place” that citizens express their feelings
and experiences of Seoul Forest through personal media and analyze them
with two perspectives.

First of all, from the beginning development of the Seoul Forest to the
present, it is divided into four time periods along with individuals’
micro-discourse with social changes. The beginning development of Seoul
Forest, the social-discourse was formed and it was reflected by citizens’
political views. The next period, in 2007 to 2008, micro-discourse was
developed with more emotional and complex discourse. It includes the opinion
from the change of influx of the green landscape, the satisfaction from the
changed atmosphere with a dense forest or the comparison with domestic and
foreign parks. In the formative period, four or five years later, the discourse
reflected civic conscious development more than ever showing the diversity of
participating program at Seoul Forest, its involvement and its satisfaction. In
the growth period, as the users’ experiences had been accumulated, the
users started to writing about the role of Seoul Forest in their own words
because now the role of the park is including culture itself. It is called
place-discourse.

From the individuals’ micro-discourse, this study shows the discourse
structure how individuals think about Seoul Forest in each time period. In
addition, to understand more specific stories about the park, this research
focused on “the sense of place.” Two reading the sense of place were
found: the reading the sense of place such as the purpose of visiting,
experienced objects and the users’ thoughts and the reading the sense of
place which is formed by each space of Seoul Forest. Through this, this study
described what actual users of Seoul Forest like or what they do not like
regarding certain spaces and how they feel about it. It provides more
effective and specific perspectives of users. Moreover, it is significant in that
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it could be used as a reference of designing other parks afterwards and it
could figure out the actual users’ perspectives without any intervention of
experts.

By summarizing the factors from the drawn sense of place, three parts of
the sense of place were found: a sense of place from visible landscape, a
sense of place formed by human activities and a sense of place though
comparing with other places. Moreover, to understand the meaning of a sense
of place as a micro-discourse, this study was conducted with the expert to
compare.

It showed the various fields of discourses and the value of Seoul Forest
but there was no discussion about the relationship between the real users and
Seoul Forest. Unlike the experts, the micro-discourse contains more specific
and daily interactions, experiences and stories of individuals who actually use
the parks and it showed how the users reproduce and understand the space.
In this respect, it is the most significant finding of this study.

Based on this research, this study demonstrated that emotional description
of the place actually functions as a discourse about city parks and confirmed
that the personal media could be used as a place to form the discourse. In
accordance with these results, this study described that not only the discourse
of experts but also the discourse of the individuals’ sense of place can be
an important part of the discourse of the modern city park.

The modern parks have been only dominated by the experts. However, to
figure out the diverse sense of place given by the park city users is
corresponding to the recent design trend that emphasizes on the procedure
and changes of the city park. Especially, this study will be the significant
discussion in the field of landscape architecture that finds the communicative

method in operating and managing the parks.

1 Keyword : Personal Media, Discourse Analysis, Micro—Discourse,
Sense of Place, Participation of Citizen, Seoul Forest
1 Student Number @ 2011-23951
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