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Renovation Plan for Country Parks in China in Line with
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China’s urban green-area system, which is an ecosystem of diverse types of
urban primeval forests, refers to the system designed to manage green areas,
parks and leisure-activity spaces that are intended to improve urban
environments. The construction of the urban green-area system is an important
part of China’s construction of cities, and directly significantly influences urban
residents’ life environment and life satisfaction.

With Chinese markets growing speedily, the country’s urbanization rate
reached 51.27% in 2014; the urban population swelled to 700 million, and the
urban area scope was expanded, leading to disorderly developments and
ecological destruction. Beijing City, where such problems are the most serious,
designated the first urban green separate area as a solution in the Beijing City’s
Total Plan and the Urban Green-Area System, and thus constructed country
parks designed to protect humans and natural environments and to be used as
sources for leisure activities and tourism.

In the process of developing from the primary industries to the tertiary
industries, however, Beijing City experienced great urban structural changes, saw
its urban area rapidly expanding, and had yet to conduct sufficient research;
with such situation, country parks were constructed, and in this process, created
were diverse problems concerning the selection of the location of country parks
located in “the first urban green separate area” , change to their land use,
creation of networks, plan and design, and the operator.

This study analyzes changes to the overall country park system in Beijing and
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the status of specific country parks to present improvement measures. This study
is outlined as follows. First, study about Chinese country parks and their
similar-concept. Second, differences between country parks and other types of
green parks are identified along with the review of existing studies so as to
define the legal hierarchy and functional role of the country park system. Third,
through overseas cases, changes to country parks are examined, and parks under
the control of Beijing City’s municipal ordinance are analyzed. This study thus
proposes comprehensive improvement measures which are suitable for new urban
developments and that could lead to virtuous circulation.

This research has mainly investigated on pilot and case studies, relevant
business reports and books, and studied the difference in green field relating to
country parks through the investigation of the existing concepts. Furthermore,
through analyzing the adopting procedure of country parks and the changing
histories in country parks system, this study assessed how the changing course in
city structure has affected country parks and what are the current problems of
country parks in Beijing.

While existing advanced studies focused on the measures to improve the
system and proper location of the parks to be implemented, this study proceeded
with in-depth research on selecting procedure of the target area and research
methodology in order to establish detailed re-organization plan, and designated
Chaolai country park in Beijing as the subject area, which meets the conditions
for the study. In pursuit of diversity of the analysis in the subject, it analyzed
natural and human environment, proceeded to comprehensive analysis to prevent
fragmentary thought and observation, and sought overall understanding of the
subject. Major problems found in the research are as follow:

First, country parks, which have maintained silent and natural landscape, and
used in stable and static method, couldn’ t satisfy rapid increase in demand for
leisure activities by local residents and workers.

Second, people often park their individual cars around the lake in country
parks discretionally. This fact leads to safety threat to other users in the park

and gives negative affect to the landscape, therefore, it is required to set space
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re-arrangement tactic to improve the problems indicated above.

Third, as the entrance is accepted to be insufficient by the local residents,
they toppled the wall for their daily convenience and built temporary gate.
However, since the management office rather invested capitals on rebuilding and
fixing the collapsed walls without realizing the realistic demands, the
improvement in the accessibility of Chaolai country Park and new circulation
system are necessary.

Fourth, through observational investigation of use-behavior and in-depth
interview, it is found that the users feel the great inconvenience from the
degradation and lack of the facilities. The factor caused an imbalance in space
usage in the park that majority of people are using western part of it but the
northern and eastern regions are limited on the usage.

Fifth, since there are many famers in the area but the leisure activities are
only restricted to walking and fishing, it is thought to be necessary to build
urban-agricultural and cultural space to form communities within country park so
that the residents can adjust to the changing environment within a short time
and interact with each other, and the park itself can play a role of regenerating
the society.

After systematic analysis about the subject, the study set the goal of
ecological environment preservation, social regeneration, community space and
pleasant leisure space creation to solve the problems, and the basic direction and
strategy is self-adjustment, multi-function and community. For others, it
underwent program design, ferry boat system establishment, space utilization,
comprehensive plan, aerial view, partial plan, vegetable garden management plan,
and set a re-organization plan for Chaolai country Park, meeting the realistic
demands among the residents in Chaoyang district, Beijing.

The re-organization plan proceeded in this study pursues preservation of urban
ecology and regional social regeneration and pleasant leisure space creation as
well as restraint on blind expansion of urban area, which go beyond simple
provision of green area to the citizens. As the target area is country parks in

Beijing, China, the systems and laws of which are different from Korea, it
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requires additional investigation for its practical application, and that is to be left

for further research for this study.

Keywords: Country Parks, Country Parks in China, Chaolai park, Beijing
city, green-area system, the first urban green separate area

Student Number: 2013-23970
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