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Abstract

This study seeks to investigate which factors affect the promotion of
police officers ranked as high as the deputy assistant commissioner or
over in an empirical manner. Preceding studies on police officers’
promotion have been on how to improve the police promotion system
and most were survey-based research with the focus on lower-ranked
police officers. In this situation, the present study aims at statistically
analyzing any common characteristic of promoted police officers and
how largely factors such as high-ranking police officers’ place of
birth, background route to join the police, and post appointment have
affected on their promotion to higher positions.

First, the personal place of birth was found not to have an effect on
his promotion to a higher position in this study. No significant
difference or influence was found in the statistical analysis on the
promotion to senior superintendent general and chief superintendent
general according to their places of birth. Although the place of birth
of a promoted police officer was identical to the then president or
chief of the national police agency, it was analyzed that such an
official had not been promoted earlier than other officials. This finding
indicates that the variable of one’ s place of birth or background is
irrelevant to his promotion at the office.

Second, personal background route to join the police was found to
have a considerable effect on his promotion to a higher level. Those
who passed the national examination and were selected through a
special employment scheme showed statistically significant higher rate
of promotion to the senior superintendent general and chief
superintendent general than police cadets or those from the police
college. This study regression analysis also found their promotion
probability far higher than those from other background routes. The
active presence of police college graduates was found to have no
effect on the promotion of those who had joined the police through a
special employment scheme after passing the national exam. The

- 92 - 'H.-E 'I;::'



hypothesis was supported that, since they were employed at a higher
level from the first, their promotion possibility would be naturally
different.

Third, concerning individual position appointment, the appointment
was analyzed based on to variables - affiliated group and job to work.
Upon the promotion into the senior superintendent, significant
differences were observed in promotion status according to the
affiliated groups. This study regression analysis also found that those
who had been promoted to chief superintendent at the National Police
Agency showed a higher promotion rate into the senior superintendent
general and chief superintendent general than those who had not.
Moreover, upon the promotion into Deputy assistant commissioner,
significant differences were found according to his affiliated groups.
Based on the findings, it is deemed that which group one was affiliated
to affects his promotion to a higher level.

The job to work of him at the point of promotion, however, was
found not to have a huge influence on the person’ s promotion. No
difference was found between the variable of job to work and
promotion status. In this sense, it was found herein that what a police
officer has done in work and in which area the officer performs
excellently have no significant effect.

Consequentially, this study found that, when it comes to the
promotion factors of high-ranking police officers, effective factors are
personal background route to join the police and one’ s affiliated group
among the position appointment. But regionalism such as one’ s place
of birth was found to have no significant effect on promotion. By
producing such findings, this study showed that the personnel
management system of higher-ranking police officers has not been
going on in a deeply negative manner in appearance unlike some
concerns. The present study is also meaningful in trying to test highly
relevant variables to high-rank public officials inside the police agency
by analyzing their personal characteristics.
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