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B X3 A ¥F3
=Edas B Std. A t-%k frolge
Err. (Beta)
Bz &4 0.053 0.015 0.020 3.46 0.001
B97r A 0.452 0.029 0.069 15.70 0.000
A7 €A 0.153 0.020 0.040 7.55 0.000
g AH g% -0.063 0.014 -0.023 -457 0.000
gGAF &5 AG -0.100 0.016 -0.036 -6.17 0.000
g4 Ay 0.093 0.023 0.023 3.97 0.000
F0 o Ad 0.014 0.011 0.006 1.21 0.227
T 497 -0.106 0.005 -0.134 -19.60 0.000
F9 83 0.106 0.008 0.068 13.80 0.000
FU 25 0.142 0.005 0.147 29.10 0.000
= L2 -0.058 0.013 -0.024 -431 0.000
=
A 2 dEZE2R -0.077 0.021 -0.016 -3.66 0.000
D[R9I (z &Y 95) | -0.001 0.024 0.000 -0.03 0.979
2| AL dS) 0.012 0.029 0.002 0.42 0.674
T F715F AR -0.151 0.064 -0.010 -2.35 0.019
o 7] g -3.745 1.127 -0.014 -3.32 0.001
Fa3 Az 0.118 0.007 0.075 16.90 0.000
& 7NE 0.157 0.018 0.062 8.86 0.000
o] &/¥ A -0.191 0.035 -0.026 -5.40 0.000
o AL -0.248 0.033 -0.042 -7.49 0.000
s -0.030 0.006 -0.025 -4.96 0.000
R 0.109 0.012 0.041 9.17 0.000
=z Ba 0.084 0.017 0.021 4.80 0.000
HAFa 0.163 0.017 0.041 9.36 0.000
= S 0.961 0.111 0.037 8.67 0.000
7] & 0.417 0.129 0.014 3.24 0.001
IR F 0.265 0.009 0.123 283.86 0.000
&3 5.249 0.049 . 107.16 0.000
#=3 49,758
F-# 2451 2%
R? (Adjusted R?) 0.1175 (0.1170)

x* p<0.1, *x p<0.05, *=*=x p<0.01
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Abstract

An Analysis of the Influence of

Mayoral Leadership Traits on Citizens’ Happiness

Min Han Kim
Public Administration
Graduate School of Public Administration

Seoul National University

Since the early 1990s, in addition to national elections held for the
president and the National Assembly, elections have also been held at
local and provincial levels in South Korea. On the 2nd of June, 2010,
the 5th nationwide local elections were held in the nation, and the date
marked her 15 years history of embracing the local government
system and fostering municipal autonomy. Establishment and
subsequent enrichment of municipal autonomy in this period is closely
associated with the central government’s transfer of its administrative
functions and distributional responsibilities to local governments. In
other words, local governments have been increasingly responsible for
service provision that is vital to daily lives of the citizens residing in

their jurisdictions. In the meanwhile, mayors in command of local
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governments have served as superlative leaders in their jurisdictions,
in charge of not only administrative affairs, but also political and
economic interactions taking place within their jurisdictions as well as
with others. Thus, it can be argued that for nearly two decades, the
role and scope of local governments as well as mayors in charge of
them elevated significantly, and it is in this vein the importance of
mayoral leadership should be stressed as their discretionary power
over local governments (and subsequently over citizens) increased
immensely during this period. Hence, an endeavor of empirical
examination of which mayoral leadership type best suits for better
government  facilitating  greater citizens’ happiness, which is
unequivocally the ultimate goal of public administration, is important.

However, thus far, there are only a handful of research efforts
linking the mayoral leadership with citizens’ happiness, and an
empirical research concerning the issue is non-existent. Hence, this
study scrutinizes in depth whether the mayoral attributes of
incumbents in 25 cities within Seoul Metropolitan City have influences
on the happiness of citizens of Seoul. The mayoral attributes under
review In this study are their major career backgrounds prior to
holding office (categorized as politicians, public sector managers,
private sector managers, and experts in other fields), whether they are
re—elected or not, their party affiliations, and their genders.

In order to explore the causal relationship between the mayoral
attributes and the happiness of citizens, the data set was collected

from a survey in which approximately 49,700 residents of Seoul
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Metropolitan City scattered almost evenly among 25 cities responded
to. The method used to analyze the data set was multiple regression
analysis. Demographic  factors (gender, occupation, education
attainment, income, marital status, religion, and family size) were
controlled. The results of analysis are as follows. It was revealed that
mayors who had been private sector managers brought about greater
happiness to citizens than mayors with other previous career tracks. In
addition to this finding, it was also noteworthy that when incumbents
were re—elected or affiliated with opposition parties, they were likely to
reduce the happiness of citizens. Also, the happiness of citizens was
greater when a mayor was female. Lastly, demographic factors’
influences over the happiness of citizens were consistent with the
findings of the precedent study.

Thus far, the majority of leadership literature primarily focused on
different manifestations of leadership, and rarely paid attention to the
actual influences of leaders on citizens’ happiness that might vary
depending on their career paths. This study contributes to the
literature in leadership and citizens’ happiness as it is the first attempt
to establish a link between leadership and citizens’ happiness in an

empirical manner.

Key Words : happiness, leadership, mayor, local autonomy

system
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