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Abstract
A Study on the Grotesque in
Theatre after mid 1990s

LEE JUN SU
Interdisciplinary Program in Performing Arts Studies
The Graduate School of Humanities

Seoul National University

This thesis is a study on the theme of grotesque featured in the plays
of Cho Kwang—hwa and Park Geunhyung after mid—1990s. These
plays, written by a rising writer— Cho Kwang—hwa and Park
Geunhyung, not only show unique tendency different from the
mainstream but also correspond to the social images of late 1990s.

Existing research on Cho Kwang—hwa and Park Geunhyung mainly
focuses on the aspect of Postmodernism and plays a role as a general
viewpoint to the plays in 1990s. For that reason, the aesthetic of
grotesque featured in both writers has been shadowed by the general
viewpoint of postmodernism. Therefore, I present this thesis to cover
the comprehensive research on the plays of Cho Kwang—hwa and Park

Geunhyung after mid—1990s and suggest the another viewpoint, the
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theatrical response to the social aspect in late 1990s, to analyze the
appearance of the grotesque aesthetic, the condition of grotesque and
the modes of social response, featured in the plays of both writers.

In the second chapter, I explore how both writers represent their
perceived reality within the plays. Throughout plays, the writers
maximize the social problems drawn out from the social, economic
crisis and direct the radical, abnormal actions of each characters in
order to break through the irony of the world.

Thirdly, I analyze the grotesque featured in each character’s
description and the modes of action. On the physical level, the
characters  show  deformity, disability, mechanical coupling,
transplantation of body and soul; whereas, anti—human crime, such as
incest and patricide, is committed on the ethical level. Consequently, the
characters become a ‘monster’, showing the drastic reaction to the
extreme setting, which mirrors the ironic situation. They become
‘scapegoat’ by the destruction. Therefore, the grotesque of these
characters depicted as extremity, disparateness and bizarreness not only
displays the aesthetic effect but also suggests the tendency of scapegoat
ritual in order to break through the community crisis.

In the final chapter, I examine how the plays of Cho Kwang—hwa
and Park Geunhyung take a stand on the social aspect of late 1990s
through monster(as a scapegoat). The plays stage substitution violence,
excluding the monster(as a scapegoat) and trying to solve the
community crisis. On this aspect, the plays of Cho Kwang—hwa and

Park Geunhyung shows the tendency of the public ritual toward the
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society where they are standing on.

In conclusion, the aesthetic of grotesque, featured in the plays of Cho
Kwang—hwa and Park Geunhyung, tends to produce the positive
alteration, outwardly foregrounding the unnatural setting and the

characters.

keywords : Cho Kwang—hwa, Park Geunhyung, Theatre, Grotesque,
Monster, scapegoat, scapegoat ritual.
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