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t}.(Vasiliou 2002: 230) Vlastos®= o354 otolg{yrzt 7HA
Johnson®] AMH9] ¢l-&sto] "AMHA olujet thE odH ZZ
diEl= As BHSH] Yt o9 A" o = Aojgitt. Te]u 1719
2 7152 the AlRtg &ol: o 9k Zo| ohjel, ‘= :
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A4 o1 9E0l A ool 2 clolEiuiste A ci2 AA
0. olelAUAs] AEST 1k PE L AHAC,

5 U
AF ArEA epoveio(eironeia)et 179 24 ©oj7t £, AL], 712
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S &l 4 9tk Zlo|th (Vlastos 1987: 79-81)
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A TYoAlZ AAg EUY LS REstr|ETh, A&l A=9] fHel
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2 o 'Y eF5 A EEoAU L TEOH, 7t ok A2 ALl oigt
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Abstract

A Study on the Role of Shame
in Plato’s Gorgias

Cho Kwangjae
Department of Philosophy
The Graduate School
Seoul National University

The dialogue of this thesis is established on rhetoric, and it
mainly deals with the conflict between an actual political power
and a sincere technique of politics — which is more
fundamentally — the conflict between morality and anti-morality;
the foundations of the two competitive political ideals. Thus, the
core of the dialogue should settle the question of how one should
properly live. In this dialogue, shame plays an important role of
rebuttal to the interlocutors in order for them to consider and
realize the truth. There is another type of elenchus which
defends logic and directly discloses the inherent contradiction in
the argument of the interlocutor. The elenchus that applies
shame is different, however, since it leads the interlocutor to
intuit the contradiction between his/her moral belief and his/her
actual assertion.

In the dialogue with Gorgias, which begins with the query of
whether the rhetoric is a technique, Socrates does not refute the
contradiction between the rhetorical features: the lack of
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knowledge and the great power. Instead, he proceeds the
discourse by asking about the relationship between the justice of
the one who tries to learn the rhetoric and the possibility of the
rhetorical education. Gorgias, once having attempted to evade
responsibility of the unrighteous use of rhetoric, finally admits
that orators must be just. He feels shame at the conclusion,
which meant that he admits self-contradiction. Polus, the next
counterpart, also states that “it is worse for one to suffer
injustice, but more shameful to commit it.” This means that he
acknowledges the inconsistency between his insistence, in which
happiness and morality are irrelevant, and his inherent moral
belief. Callicles, who proposes a radical hedonism which claims
that pleasure is good, appears to stray away from the theoretical
contradiction and shame in virtue of natural justice. However, he
is soon confronted with difficulty because courage and cowardice
in warfare and sodomy have to be defined in the opposite
manner to those of common sense. Moreover, the inconsistency
between his argument and his life causes him more
embarrassment. In the Athenian republic, it was nothing for
powerful people, who pandered to the political structure at the
time, to degenerate into the servants of the public. Therefore,
even though Gorgias and Polus are victims of moral shame,
Callicles is not only a victim as such but also of humiliation.

As a consequence, the focal point which leads Socrates to a
successful rebuttal is having made interlocutors realize the
potential morality in their consciousness, and steering them to
face the contradiction between morality and their statements.
That is, Socrates believes that “justice is better than injustice,”
and he guides the interlocutors, who trust the political power of
rhetoric, to the “shame as moral self-consciousness.” If a
counterpart refutes self-consciousness, Socrates uses discourse
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strategies which disclose the hypocrisy by directly focusing on
the incompatibility between the counterpart's argument and
his/her real life.

At this juncture, every interlocutors' mental state can be
specified as shame. On the one hand, no suggestion is found in
this dialogue that the discourses with Socrates aided in the
change of the counterparts’ lives. On the other hand, however,
the treatments of the dialogue surely appear to aid the readers
towards awareness and change their life. Namely, Plato intends to
advocate a philosophical life, and it is the readers that he selects
as beneficiaries of moral enhancement, not the interlocutors with
political ambition. In this regard, shame — as a universal
emotion of humans — plays a pivotal role in creating a sense of
affinity between the characters of the dialogue and the readers,
and to expand the inner echoes into the outside world as well as
elenchus within the dialogue itself.

keywords: rhetoric, craft, rhetorical craft, shame, knowledge,
effect, elenchus, happiness, power, virtue, irony, morality
Student Number: 2011-20065
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