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Abstract
The Extended Cognition:

Defending Clark against Adams and Aizawa

Yohseob Yoon
Department of Philosophy
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The Extended Cognition Thesis is first argued by Clark and
Chalmers in 1998, which is thesis that if a cognitive state or process
satisfies some condition, it can be extended over the cognitive agent
into the external object. This bold claim is based on a kind of
fuctionalistic view of cognitive system. That is, if this external object
1S as same as the internal cognitive objects in terms of importance
and usability, is connected closely as well, it can be included as a part
of cognitive system. Their argument is followed by a big controversy,
among them Adams and Aizawa made a strongest criticism.

Adams and Aizawa claim that a cognitive state or process is not
located outside cognitive agent, based on their empirical hypotheses
that a cognitive process must be distinguished by a causal mechanism,
and include non-derived representation. These hypotheses point the
fact that extended cognitive process is formed by the connection of

causally distinct processes in some level, and the external object only
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deals with derived representation. The hypotheses are also an assertion
of their alternative theory of cognition, which reflects the premises of
cognitive psychology, the orthodox empirical science of cognition.
When the premises and their claim that only in terms of material
process the cognition can be studied and defined join together, their
empirical hypotheses come as a result.

In this thesis, I will introduce and explain the both stances, and then
criticize the argument of Adams and Aizawa in favor of Clark and
Chalmers. Adams and Aizawa understand cognition only in terms of
material process. And also they do not give sufficient and persuasive
reason not to understand cognition in the functional dimension, but
just show the material-limited view of cognition is inconsistent with
the functional view of cognition. I will also present that their
material-limited view of system and process in general has a flaw in
understanding system, especially its construction in the functional
context, therefore the view 1s not appropriate in understanding

cognitive system.

keywords : The extended mind, the extended cognition,
cognitive system, cognitive process, the bounds of cognition,
functionalism, coupling conditions, Parity Principle, Clark,
Chalmers, Adams, Aizawa

Student Number : 2008-20070
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