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Abstract

Critical Study about Classical Invariantism's Defense for

Epistemic Contextualism's Attack

Byung-Il Kim
Department of Philosophy
Seoul National University

The classical view of knowledge attribution is that the truth—value of
knowledge attribution does not vary in any context without changing the
epistemic circumstance. This view is Classical Invariantism. But the skeptical
argument about ordinary knowledge by closure of knowledge, and Bank Case so
called "contextual case" became problems for Classical Invariantism in these
days. The most well—known position trying to solve this problem is Epistemic
Contextualism. Epistemic Contextualism says it is possible that utterance of a
knowledge attribution sentence could have different content in different
contexts. Thus Epistemic Contextualism accepts that without changing
epistemic circumstance, truth—value of knowledge attribution could vary
according to change of contexts like practical interests. This view is denial of
Classical Invariantism. And this 1s also semantic approach to epistemic
problem.

The first half of this paper will review backgrounds and significants of
conflict between Classical Invariantism and Contextualsim for understanding
this theme.

In the second half, this paper will paraphrase and criticise how Classical
Invariantisms try to solve problems. The solutions of Classical Invariantisms
are mainly two type. One is Warranted Assertability Manuever(WAM). Another
is Timothy Williasmson and Jessica Brown's position. This positon depends on
anti—luminosity of knowledge and psychological bias. In any type, the solutions
of Classical Invariantism have no plausible reason to accept.

Keywords : Epistemic Contextualisn, Classical Invariantism, philosophy of
language, epistemology, WAM, Jessica Brown, Timothy Williamson, skeptical
argument
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