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Abstract

A Study of the Influences of Social Participatory
Evangelical Movement on the Formation of Korean Civil
Movement
. Focusing on the Period of Democracy Movement

in 1987

Kim, Min-ah
Dept. of Religious Studies
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this thesis is to present backgrounds and
development of the social participatory evangelical movement
in the period of the democracy movement in 1987 and to
examine the influences of that evangelical movement on the
formation of the Korean civil movement. In the mid-1980s,
the democracy movement against the military government
gained strength, which heralded the new era of civil
movement. Focusing on this period, I will demonstrate that
the evangelical Protestant group strongly influenced the

beginning of civil movement in Korea.
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The Korean social participatory evangelical movement
was affected by the American Neo-evangelical movement
which was on the rise in the 1940s. The new interpretation
of 'The Kingdom of God', 'The Lausanne Covenant', and
'Christian  Worldview Movement' that came from the
American Neo-evangelical movement provided theological and
philosophical justification for the Korean Protestant's social
engagement. However, it was an actively growing democracy
movement in the 1980s that engendered the Korean
Protestants' responsibility for social participation. While the
American Neo-evangelical movement came to have interests
in social participation through the conflict with and
separation from Protestant fundamentalism, the Korean social
participatory evangelical movement recognized the social
responsibility with the influence of the 1980s’ popular
movement and the democracy movement of Protestant
ecumenical groups. In the dispute over social participation,
the Korean evangelists’ counterparts were popular activists
while the American evangelists’ counterparts  were
fundamentalists. The Korean evangelists kept their distance
from materialism and violent protest although they put
emphasis on the social issues just like popular activists. The
Korean social participatory evangelical movement defined
itself as different from the labor movement, Marxism,

Minjung Theology, and the ecumenical movement.
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In the 80s and 90s, the Korean social participatory
evangelical movement was divided into ‘the moderate social
participatory evangelical movement’ and ‘the radical social
participatory movement’. These two groups coexisted though
there were some conflicts between them. The radical group
accepted, at least partly, Marxism, Minjung Theology, and
violent protest while the moderate group preferred social
participatory movement within the framework of the
evangelical faith. The Former could not form a theological
and practical foundation that harmonized the evangelical
faith with Marxism and Minjung Theology. So, some of the
radical evangelists became the popular activists discarding
the evangelical faith, others established civil organizations in
coalition with the moderate group, and there were still others
who entered the evangelical ministry. The moderate social
participatory evangelists established the Ileading civil
organizations such as the Giyunsil (Christian Ethics
Movement of Korea) and Gyeongsilryeon (Citizen's Coalition
for Economic Justice) after the 1987 Korean democratization.
Therefore it was this moderate social evangelists that
influenced  the Korean civil movement after  the
democratization.

The moderate social  participatory  evangelical
movement influenced the formation of the Korean civil

movement in two ways. First, it helped establish civil
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organizations. The 1980s moderate social participatory
evangelists contributed to the formation of the Korean civil
movement by establishing the full-fledged civil organizations
such as Giyunsil(1987) and Gyeongsilryeon(1989). Because of
their successes, former popular movement organizations
accepted the characteristics and methods of the early 1990s
civil. movement. Second, the moderate social participatory
evangelical movement determined the characteristics of the
Korean civil movement. The moderate evangelical group
passed down its identity and the characteristics to the early
Korean civil movement. The moderate social participatory
evangelical group could define the characteristics of the civil
movement as 'not' a popular movement and ‘against' the
Proletarianism of Marxism, by preoccupying the Korean civil
movement through Giyunsil and Gyeongsilryeon immediately
after the democratization.

This thesis explains relations between the Protestant
evangelical movement and the civili movement during the
1987 democracy movement, which have not been properly
recognized. Therefore, it is meaningful to demonstrate the
history and identity of the Korean social participatory
evangelical movement that organized the Korean «civil

movement and defined its characteristics.
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