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Abstract

Syntactic Changes in Korean Verb poypta

‘From Reflexive Causative to Others

Kim, Migyeong
Linguistics Department
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Syntactic change is one of the understudied fields of Korean historical
linguistics. Diachronic developments of grammatical categories such as causative
and passive have been explored, while diachronic reanalysis on verbs’ syntactic
structure is still remained to be studied. This thesis is a case study on syntactic
changes which a Korean honorific verb poypta ‘(humbly) see’ had undergone.

The verb poypta was derived from pota ‘see’ by applying causative suffix -y-.
Its original syntactic structure had been reflexive causative. A causative sentence
would typically have three arguments [Causer], [Causee], and [Patient], and each
of them designates a participant which is different from others. A reflexive
causative sentence would also have three arguments, but [Causer] and [Patient]
designate the same participant. As a result, poypta indicated an event ‘A socially
lower person makes a socially higher person to see the lower one herself/himself.’
Actually, it was an event which a lower person sees a higher person. Presenting the
actual event in an indirect way led to honorification.

Reflexive causative constructions such as French se faire always require a
reflexive pronoun se. However, the reflexive pronoun in poypta construction was
always omitted, because it was contextually given information. Omitting
arguments related to given information has been a characteristic of Korean
language through its history. By the repetitive omission of reflexive pronoun, the
characteristic of poypta as three-place predicate has weakened. This led to two
directions of reanalysis.

If one focuses the action part of poypta event, the subject is the one who is
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seen, and the object is the one who sees. In this respect, the subject would be
reanalyzed as [Patient], and the object as [Agent]. This is the reanalysis happened
between 15" and 16™ century. A passive structure has emerged, and gradually
propagated into the speech community.

On the other hand, if one focuses the affectedness part, the subject is the one
who does something, and the object is the one who is done something. In this
respect, the subject would be reanalyzed as [Agent], and the object as [Patient].
This is the reanalysis happened between 18™ and 19" century. Because the spread
of passive structure was not fast enough to substitute reflexive causative structure,
the latter had been used until 18" century. As a result of second reanalysis, a
transitive structure has emerged, and diffused rapidly enough to replace passive
structure. This is the process how we have got the transitive verb poypta in Modern
Korean.

The syntactic changes in poypta case is interesting because it has not been
motivated other than syntactic reanalysis. The grammatical relation or the meaning
of its stem has never changed, and erosion of related case morphemes did not
happen either. The changes from reflexive causative to passive or transitive was
motivated by contextually driven argument omission, which made speakers

difficult to analyze the verb’s complex argument structures.

Keywords : syntactic change, reanalysis, reflexive causative, passive,
argument structure, case frame
Student Number : 2010-22952
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