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Abstract

Purposiveness of Nature as a
Transcendental Principle
on the Introduction to Critique of

Judgement

Hyun-Dong, Hwang
Department of Aesthetics
The Graduate School
Seoul National University

In the Introduction to Critique of Judgment, Kant argues that the
purposiveness of nature, which is the principle of our reflective
judgment, is a transcendental principle, namely, a principle which is
needed necessarily to form our empirical knowledge. In general, we
consider empirical knowledge as acquired based on repeatability of
natural appearances. But according to Kant, we cannot obtain any
empirical knowledge without presupposing that nature itself has a
systematicity exceeding such repeatability. That is, Kant’ s argument is
that our empirical knowledge is formed only under the presupposition
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that nature agrees with the purpose of our cognitive capacity, which is
to understand nature systematically. The objective of this thesis is to
elucidate the meaning of this argument and to prove that this
argument is plausible against critiques of many commentators.

According to the objective mentioned above, [ reconstruct Kant’ s
argument as follows. First, our empirical knowledge is accompanied by
the conviction of judging subject that it is a correct statement on the
object, and so, requires judging subject’ s effort to verify reasonably
whether his judgment is a correct statement on the object or not.
Second, our thinking activity which is performed as a reasonable
verifying procedure required in the formation of empirical knowledge is
exactly logical reflections performed at several levels to make logical
representations such as concept, judgment, inference, and all sorts of
reflective activities ultimately depend on reflective activity of
systematizing through comparing whole of judgments.

Third, finally, judging subject can perform reflective activity of
systematizing only if he presuppose that nature, which is the objective
world for empirical knowledge, is organized according to his cognitive
purpose to understand it systematically. While considering the nature as
a chaotic collection, one cannot but regard the system of judgments as
a arbitrary structure that cannot reflect the nature correctly, and
thinking activity to make such a system as a worthless work. All of our
reflective activity can be performed only under the presupposition that
nature is composed as a system which agrees with the cognitive
purpose of judging subject himself, and in this sense, the purposiveness
of nature is a innate norm that makes our reflective activity in general
possible.

In short, our empirical knowledge is formed based on several
reflections, which are thinking activities performed as a procedure that
judging subject fulfills to verifying reasonably his own judgment. And
the presupposition of the purposiveness of nature is a transcendental
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principle, that is, a principle a principle which is needed necessarily to
form our empirical knowledge in the sense that it is a innate norm of
these reflective activities in general. Kant, through showing that the
purposiveness of nature is a transcendental principle, tries to prove
that it is not a arbitrary belief introduced by individual temper or
habit. Namely, the project of the Introduction to Critique of Judgment
is to prove that we cannot but presuppose the nature as a system
while we strive to understand it through logical forms like concept,
judgment, inference, so such presupposition is a resonable belief that is
based on our logical thinking capacity itself.

Keyword : Kant, Critique of Judgment, Purposiveness of Nature,
Empirical Knowledge, Transcendental Principle
Student Number : 2010 - 22969
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