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Abstract
The Study on Art Theory of Yong Jun Kim (/T ©:F58 1904-1967)

Ji Eun Myeong
Department of Aesthetics
The Graduate school

Seoul National University

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the art theory of Kim Yong Jun
(IR ®EfE  1904-1967) through his writings in the 20th century.
Especially, I have payed attention his Joseon Art Theory(:¥]fif 557l i). He
tried to revive the Korean painting, which was battered by an inrush of
Japanese and western culture during the Japanese colonial period.

Kim Yong Jun considered that it was important to select traditions for
modern times when he was about to change his position as an artist who
mostly painted an oriental painting. He concentrated the artists in the late
Joseon dynasty when the indigenous culture of Korea and the modernity of
Korean art history came out. However, the modernity and the Korea
traditions in the late Joseon dynasty was also collapsed by foreign intrusion.

The art theory of Kim Yong Jun reveals that he found the traditions
through three Joseon painters. First of all, Jeong Seon(ift75 55l 1676-1759)
who started the new style of landscape painting that was called the Real
Landscape Painting(/F 5t1117K). He painted the landscapes of Korea with
independent point of view, and tried to paint the scenery that he saw with
his own eyes. The second, Kim Hongdo(f8[= <54 1745-1816) who drew
Korean genre painting(Ji\{+ ). He tried to express the common people's lives

on his paintings, which was different from the classical literati painting.

1 &
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When he drew people's lives, the important thing was actualness(d+ #{4:). The
last, Jang Seungeop(7il3 5= 1843-1897) who represented the modern artist
even though he usually drew the literary painting. In those days an artist was
considered as an expert. That is why he could represented an artist who
distinguished from the amateur painters, literati painters( 3 A & %%).

Consequently, what was prominent in the Joseon Art Theory of Kim Yong
Jun was that he thought the traditions from the Real Landscape Painting of
Jeong Seon, the Korean genre painting of Kim Hongdo, and the literary
painting of Jang Seungeop in the late Joseon dynasty could be an ideal
solution for the Korean modern art. That is to say, during the liberation
period, Kim Yong Jun applicated his Joseon Art Theory to revive Korean

arts, which had value still continued nowadays.
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