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120) 1906~1907d FHe] 43& AT B AY2 B J3tze Lol &
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A AL 23]y AAAR] sUHE AFee VRS 2 Fo|g Bkt o]
St AHAA 2= o] A7 F3tE ‘B AE 93H(the cinema of attractions)' & ™
At} (Tom Gunning, “The Cinema of Attractions—Early Film, Its Spectator and the
Avant-Garde”, Thomas Elsaesser-Adam Barker(ed.), Early Cinema-Space, Film,
Narrative, London: British Film Institute Publishing, 1990.)
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Abstract

A study on “The sense” of 1970’s youth

Films

Hyejung Hong
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to make clear the difference of 1970’s youth films
distinguished from previous Korean films, by examining ‘the sense of
those films. In this study, the term ‘youth films  includes the films range
from Heavenly Homecoming to Star to Byung-tae and Young-ja. Youth
films were regarded as a breakthrough in 1970’s Korean films and a shift
in generations of both directors and audiences with its novel dramaturgy
and image. Previous studies on the 1970’s youth films cut them into two
opposing sides as either resisting the ruling ideology of Yushin regime and
patriarchy or collaborating with it.

Previous studies defined 1970’s youth as a generation which established
its identity based on 1970’s youth culture. But several matters of that time
bring the wvalidity of the definition into question. There truly was a
sensation of folk music or blue jeans among young people, but the group
of youth who shook the landscape of cultural industry by establishing

there own subculture cannot be suggested. So the novelty of youth films
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can't be explained from the novelty of 1970’s youth. Rather, the
representation or the concept of 1970’s youth might have been built from
the novelty of several cultural products such as youth films. So the
emergence of youth films should be understood in the continuation of the
changes from the previous cultural products. Also, the formation and
development of youth films and the concept ‘youth’ can be considered
together.

In Korea, 1970's was the time when the movement of industrialization and
urbanization became prominent, and popular culture was grew and
diversified on the basis of media infrastructure constructed in 1960’s. This
change resulted in the increase of audiovisual stimulation. It was such
significant as to be regarded as a crisis of Korean society then. On the
other hand, young people got used to audiovisual communication, and the
form of knowledges in circulation changed. Youth films were the cultural
products formed in this circumstance.

In this context, we can pay attention to the term ‘sense’ which occurs
frequently in the criticisms of youth films. The term ‘sense’ meant
‘urbaneness’ or ‘novelty’ in the previous movie criticisms, but the usase
was somewhat inconsistent. In comparison, the term ‘sense’ in the
criticisms of youth films refers to the fundamental features of youth films,
to which the audiences were attracted.

The term ‘sense’ has two meaning in the criticisms of youth films. First,
it means the cinematography of youth films which stimulate the sense
organ of the audiences. Film is essentially the media based on the
audiovisual stimulation. But actually there can be even more sensuous
element in the film. This is called the ‘excess’, the physical element which
draws the attention of audiences in itself, rather than conveying the
narrative. In youth films, the ‘excess’ not only occurs frequently, but also
the counternarrative and counterunitive characteristic of it becomes

prominent. Second, the term ‘sense’ means the material of youth films. The
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main material of youth films is daily life. There were some films about
daily life before, but the way daily life depicted in youth films was
different. In youth films, daily life is caught and displayed as if it were a
real record of life free from fictional elements. It might be related to the
situation that nonfictional stories about daily life increased in accordance
with the increase of audio and visual media.

The way Heavenly Homecoming to Star showed the familiar narrative
new and stimulated the sense organ of the audiences can be the reason
this film felt new and young to the audiences. Montages are frequently
used in this film. Unlike the montages used in the previous films delivered
certain messages, the montages in Heavenly Homecoming to Star triggers
temporary feelings through the relation between shots. Heavenly
Homecoming to Star evokes the audiovisual stimulation of the city(Seoul)
through montages, rather than showing the whole image of the city.
Windmill of My Mind and Yes, Good-Bye 7Today also show the montages
consisted of several close—ups of goods, rather than the whole image of
the city. In these films, montages emphasize the texture of goods and
evoke the feeling of urban spaces where the goods are displayed. The
‘excess’ of aural symbols also can be the element which made youth films
felt new. In It rained yesterday and The March of Fools, the usage of
aural symbols combines with the unique attitude of 70’s youth film
characters. They exaggeratively show off their defects, so their attitude
rather than their defects is emphasized. Consequently, their confidence
which enables them to show off even their defects becomes important. So
this attitude can be called as ‘the reversed self-display’.

The March of Fools is the film which suggested the new image of youth
by depicting the daily lives of university students. 7he March of Fools
finds out dynamics inside the daily lives of students by displaying their
desire and frustration through relatively independent episodes. In

comparison, the previous films which presented youths as main characters

- 127 -



focused on the narrative of some idealized youths, displaying the western
lifestyle. In 7The March of Fools, the fragmented bodies of students
represent the liberal and unconventional aspects of students. The
fragmented bodies on this film can’t be reduced to the norm on which
bodies have been displayed. Furthermore, the fragmented bodies evoke the
vitality of living bodies. The fragment bodies in Don’t Walk but Run
trigger the ambivalent mind of strange and charmed feeling, which come
up when people see the objects similar to human bodies.

After the year 1975, some changes can be found in youth films. The
‘sense’ of youth film was regarded as the main factor which made the
breakthrough in 1970’s Korean films, and attracted the audiences back to
theater. But simultaneously, it was criticized for the lack of theme. The
producers of youth films accepted this feedback and used the sensuous
cinematography of youth films to deliver themes. The changed youth films
still attracted the audiences, and besides the sensuous cinematography, the
change of media circumstance and the politicization of university culture
might also be able to explain the reason why. But the usage of audiovisual
elements to convey messages wasn't new in itself, and the features which

made youth films a distinctive genre were weakened.

keywords : 1970’s, youth films, youth, sense, daily life, ‘excess’,
montage, city, cheerfulness, aural symbol, reversed self-display,
body
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