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Abstract

A Critical Review of the Primary Models
Related to the Proto—Three Kingdoms Period
in Korea’s Central Region: presenting an
alternative approach

Hari Blackmore

Department of Archeology and Art History
Archaeology Major

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The understanding of the Proto-Three Kingdoms Period in the
Central Region of the Korean Peninsula remains heavily influenced
by the concept of Jung-do Type Culture, even by those that
eschew the model itself. This specifies that there is a clear and
archaeologically visible ethnic division within this region, with the
'Han(i#)" occupying the mid-to-lower reaches of the Han River,
where Baekje eventually emerges, and the 'Ye(ii%)' (or Ye-Maek) to
the east and northeast, across to the east coast. These groups
have traditionally been seen as ‘archaeological cultures’, defined
by particular aspects of the material assemblage.

A critical review of existing models suggests that there are
serious theoretical problems in defining ethnicities and
‘archaeological cultures, and that a literal reading of history has
led to the erroneous projection of those accounts backwards in
time. Accounts of this period can therefore be no more than

caricatures of the past situation, with little direct link to the past
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peoples. It is also argued that the original Jung-do Type Culture’
model has framed the further debates and limited research
questions and conclusions, with a focus on identifying and
tracking ethnic groups rather than on cultural processes within
Korea's Central Region.

To remedy these issues a different concept of culture has been
set out. This focuses upon human actions, emphasizing regularities
in the practices of artefact manufacture and ways of arranging
space in settlements or architecture. This is available to
archaeologists through contextual, multivariate and relational
investigations of the material assemblage. The utility of these
approaches is demonstrated through two short case studies, each
examining aspects of the Central Region’s Proto-Three Kingdoms
Period assemblage. These conclude that, (i) that the distribution of
pottery with some type of burnishing indicates a significant
difference between [i-shape and i%-shape architecture; and (ii)
that the patterns of hypocaust use at Pungnab Fortress and
Gapyeong Daeseong-ri site are significantly different, despite
sharing some very basic core similarities. These results create
multiple new and interesting questions into the organization of

this region’s Proto-Three Kingdoms Period.

Keywords : Proto-Three Kingdoms Period ; Korea’s Central Region ;
Jung-do Type Culture ; Contextual Approach ; Relational Approach ;
Chul(i™)-Yeo(&) Shaped Architecture
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