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(Appendix VI-2) M2CH&tw &
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1981 584 427 584 735
1982 690 394 690 735
1983 670 486 670 735
1984 684 605 634 620
1985 585 480 585 562
1986 545 379 545 504
1987 476 327 476 480
1988 470 423 470 480
1989 464 411 464 480
1990 462 467 462 480
1991 457 468 457 480
1992 452 467 452 480
1993 467 470 1 1 468 480
1994 469 449 469 480
1995 472 462 3 3 475 480
1996 475 461 475 480
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abstract

Who enters Seoul National University?

Kim, Kwang Ok* - Kim, Dae-il**
Suh, Yi Jong™* - Rhee, Chang Yong****

This study analyses the admission rates and academic performance of the students in
the Social Science Division of Seoul National University by their regional and parental
characteristics based on the database constructed from the past 30-year records of the
students personal cards. Both the construction of the database and its analysis are
motivated by the lack of the empirical evidence on educational performance in Korea,
which has so far failed to lead various arguments on educational policies to any consensus.

The results indicate that the differentials in admission rates by the parents’ education
and jobs have been widening and also that the admission rate has remained high among
those residing in the relatively affluent Gangnam 8th school zone of Seoul. These imply
that the differential by the parents’ income has been widening despite the equalization
policy in high school education that is supposed to have offered equal educational
opportunities to the rich and the poor. The widening income-differential in admission
rates appears to reflect that expensive private tutoring has become increasingly more
important given the deterioration of public education. As a consequence, various efforts
appear due, including the revision of the equalization policy, in order to substantially

improve the performance of public education in Korea.
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