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Abstract
A study on the Characteristics of
Chinese Traditional Natural dyeing

— Focused on Yunnan, China -

Yue, Li

Dept. of Textiles, Merchandising
and Fashion Design

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

As Chinese economy has rapidly grown, Chinese fashion industry
is facing a considerable transition while fashion trend is also
changing rapidly. In this process, a notable breakout has been
observed between the modern fashion and tradition clothing in China.
Particularly, the latter is being gradually distant from Chinese people’s
interest. Among the Chinese traditional garment dyeing technique, the
traditional natural dyeing of Yunnan, China has been known to
embrace the wisdom and a sense of beauty of the local cloth
craftsmen.

Although world attention is now given to natural dyeing, it is
true that China still lacks interest in natural dyeing. In this respect,

the presents study 1s aimed to analyze the current status of
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traditional natural dyeing of Yunnan and problems facing it and find
a solution and a strategy to apply the local dyeing technique.
Research questions are set as follows. First, this study defines the
value of Chinese traditional natural dyeing. Second, it analyzes the
current status of the traditional natural dyeing industry of Yunnan,
China. Third, this study tries to rediscover the beauty of Chinese
traditional natural dyeing. Ultimately, this study hopes to propose the
possibility of diversifying traditional fashion with differential design
by emphasizing the importance and aesthetic value of traditional
culture.

To solve the questions, the presents study carried out literature
review, empirical study, and survey research. To make empirical
study more efficient and insightful, in—depth interview was employed
as well as field survey in Yunnan, China. The in—-depth interview was
carried out with 2 natural dyeing master craftsmen and field visit
was made to understand the working conditions for natural dyeing in
Yunnan, China. In addition, another in—-depth interview was given to 5
Chinese fashion designers and a questionnaire-based survey was
conducted with 200 fashion majors to know the significance of natural
dyeing in fashion industry.

The characteristics of the traditional natural dyeing in Yunnan,
China were found through the in-depth interview and the survey.
Traditional natural dyeing is perceived as a sort of traditional folk art
in China. It is because traditional art is what is created by people’s
aspiration and longing for ideal life. It was demonstrated that
beautiful wish and desire for creation never dissipate in any time or
any periodic settings. For us, it is also necessary to realize external
change though such internal one when studying traditional natural

dyeing. Natural dyeing, which has handed down to numerous

11 5
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generations for thousands of years, breathes the wisdom and
distinctive value of aesthetics of local natural dyeing craftsmen. In
addition, traditional natural dyeing includes the spirit of the times as
well as national characteristics.

This study investigated into the technique, formativeness, and
aesthetics of traditional natural dyeing of Yunnan, China. In addition,
it confirmed that the traditional natural dyeing of Yunnan, China has
its unique esthetic value, which is irreplaceable with anything, along
with the general characteristics of traditional natural dyeing and the
factors that are needed to be used more reasonably so that the
traditional natural dyeing can be applied in the modern fashion
industry. This study also found the current status of development and
limitation of traditional natural dyeing in Yunnan, China. These days,
market environment is very complicated and traditional natural dyeing
1S not respected, isolated from modern fashion industry, and not
coordinated with the modern dyeing techniques.

Some strategic opinions to develop and activate traditional natural
dyeing are as follows. First, an educational institution is necessary for
natural dyeing craftsmen to teach and hand down their skills to next
generations. Second, it 1S necessary to overcome the limitations of
traditional natural dyeing in concert with R&D centers in China.
Third, it is essential for traditional natural dyeing craftsmen to
cooperate with modern fashion business and designers to introduce
the works of natural dyeing into mainstream consumer market.

It is expected that the findings of this study upon the value and
characteristics of the traditional natural dyeing in Yunnan can
contribute to bridging traditional natural dyeing to the modern fashion
industry as well as be applied to the modern fashion design.

Meanwhile, this study has a limitation to the generalization of these

11 5
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findings in that it conducted the in-depth interview with only 2
natural dyeing craftsmen. Therefore, studies collecting enough amount

of samples should be followed in the future.

keywords : Chinese Folk Art, Natural Dyeing of Yunnan,
Traditional Natural Dyeing
Student Number : 2013-22577
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