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Abstract

Dynamics of Cyber Hate and Effervescence;

Focusing on the Korean Internet Community 'I[lbe—Joejangso'

This study analyzes Internet community ‘Ilbe—jeojangso(daily best bulletin
garage, Ilbe)" which is recently giving a big shock to Korean society because
of its particular violence and raunchiness.This study is divided into three
sections. The first part examines the context and history of the Internet culture
ranging from ‘DClnside (DC)‘ to Ilbe (Chapter 3). The second part focuses on
apprehending the structure of extreme hatred in Ilbe by analyzing the board of
Ilbe (Chapter 4). The third part investigates how the users of Ilbe feel about
the target of hatred in Ilbe by interviewing them, according to the sociology

of emotion (Chapter 5).

Through this, the study insists that the seemingly frantic rituals of Ilbe is
the result forged by the social reality where Ilbe users are situated. Because
Ilbe stems out from the substructure of deepened neo liberalism process of
Subjectification after 2000, with the deep—rooted tradition of system of divided
state, regionalism, and patriarchy, Ilbe have a distinctiveness which can not be
characterized by the previous models, while inheriting each branch of tradition.
[t means that it can not be reverted into the previous frames viewing Ilbe,

such as fascism or radical right, and thus need of a new frame of
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understanding is urging. At this point, sociology of emotions makes good use

of a certain frame for apprehending and explaining Ilbe.

With prevailing anxiety and fear emerged from social mobility of modern
society, Ilbe users are embraced by(fascinated by/bemused by) those emotional
climate as well. At this point, fear and anxiety is introjected(=shame) or
extrojected(=resentment) where most Ilbe users from the research project
choosed introjecting. Shame as being introjected anxiety choose adaptation as
an action strategy, where the most important point is that the logic of
adaptation is reinforced by the notion “narrative of normality” that can be
summarized into a locution that ‘everyone’ is painful. This narrative of
normality makes struggling for recognition impossible by simply generalizing
pain of others as well as pain of one’s own self, driving all the pain
homogeneous. By situating those, who claim to be painful, on the place of
defeat, “narrative of normality” is a mechanism that defenitely frustrates
subjectification of other and regards adaptation as an absolute value, at the
same time, substituting the pain of Ilbe users to mundane one, making it

impossible to escape from structural anxiety in modern society.

This study focuses mainly on the fact that “other” in Ilbe, which is, typically
left—winger, people of Jeolla—do, and women, are commonly assumed as
exploiter or hypocrite. Resentment in a form of social sentiment occurs when
power 1s unreasonably shorn of by other people. In this regard, the rage in
Ilbe users is built on such logic of “sense of justice” in its own way.

However, from 2000 when neo—liberalism rapidly spread out, ethical rage is
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embraced by emotional field of middle—class which is typically represented by
culture of therapy or healing discourse, deteriorated or ‘kicked out” from the
public space. Therefore, rage is suppressed rather then expressed out,

withdrawing back into private space or expressed as a rage within cyberspace

which became backstage of life before no one knows.

Rage in Ilbe is displayed as a form of cynicism. As a matter of fact, it is
trully cynicism in that criticism and attack toward others are connected to
ignorance at the end all the time. The core of Ilbetic mentality is emphasizing
practical conformity, introjecting the narrative of normality recognized by the
fact that one can do nothing. Thus Ilbe users have no choice but to become
an avatar of defending system, forcing obligation to conform with truth of
being so much normal, and to discourge every trial for subjectivation with

struggling for recognition by revealing one’s own suffering and pain.

And also, sympathy among Ilbe users can not face the sacrificed but is
reverted toward assailant and agents of governmental violence. Thus this study
claims that Ilbe or Ilbe users are the subjects that can only be created as a
result of successfully operated system, rather than mutation of Korean society
or fringer. In addition and above all, enthusiasm in Ilbe cannot bring about
solidarity of Emile Durkheim in that it is intermediated to cynicism. This
study suggest to conceptualize this kind of enthusiasm, which can not create
solidarity, to ‘cold effervescent’ and this is the bare face of Korean society

that Ilbe presents.
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