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Abstract

The Effects of Men” s Working Hours on Second

Births

Seo, Won-kyoung
Department of Economics
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

To understand the low fertility of Korea, it should be considered as one of the important factors that the
number of children in a Family is decreasing. Also, as the level of education and female labor force
participation has become higher, the role of males in families also has become more important. Therefore,
it is necessary to analyze second births focusing on the Ffactors of males. This paper studied the effects
of men” s working hours on the birth of a second child.

fis a result of the analysis of the data from Korean Longitudinal Survey of Women
Families (KLoWF), using the Cox” s proportional hazards model, this study showed that men’ s working
hours had neqative effects on second births. Specifically, it was noted that when men's working hour
increased by one hour, the chance to have a second child decreased by 1.61%. In addition, compared to
the men working 40 hours per week, the hazard rate of second births of the men working 61~80 hours a
week also decreased significantly. The males who were  “skilled aqricultural, forestry and Ffishery
workers”  had 13.78 times higher risks of second births than  “office workers(clerks)” . Similar results
were produced when the age of first children was limited to under 5. In this case, for working women,
both men” s working hours and housework hours respectively had significant effects on second births.
However, for unemployed females, while males” housework hours were no longer statistically significant,
reduced working hours led to the increase in men's housework hours and Ffinally affected the birth of a
second child. Additionally, this study showed that men” s working hours had no meaningful effect on the
birth of a Ffirst or third child.

This research showed the negative correlation between second births and men’ s  “working
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hours” , not  “hours of housework” , which was mainly used in the previous studies of second births.
The result implies that to raise the rate of second births, it is important to not only emphasize the
burden-sharing of housework and child care with husband, but also build more Family-friendly policies and

social atmosphere.

Keywords : Second Births, a second child, men’ s working hours, total fertility rate, low fertility,

7

Con’ s proportional hazards model
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