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144) And in the meantime he did not observe how the silvery light of the
moon was dying away on the summits of the gigantic trees in the
delicate whiteness of the dawn. // At eight o'clock on that
morning(272)

145) ol FE#LES] me mle oyt 23 Kol H(A)ToF HA#HE LT

FER ROl T EKEEC] Hne ﬂokg?ol: Higeer keeet ke BE &A
TEAT e ol oty $-8, Ko JyolZoh.(64)
The boy gazed at him for a moment, and then flung himself at his feet,
sobbing, “Thanks, doctor!” / But the doctor raised him with a gesture,
saying: “Rise! It is you, you heroic child, who have saved your
mother!”(276)
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Abstract

A Study on Travel-narrative in the
Formative Period of Modern Korean

Literature

Lee, Ji-hoon
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study lies at identifying the effects of
space recognition through traveling, and the manner in which it is
reconstructed through writing and narratives while traveling, all of
which are centered around the aspect that traveling in early
modern times was due to a variety of reasons including studying
overseas, inspections, sightseeing, or pilgrimages. An equally
important purpose is to identify the meaning and form of space,
subject, and others being recaptured in travel-narratives including
travel writing and novels. This type of discussion is based on the
notion that traveling is one of the core mechanisms that form
modernism, modern subjects, and modern literature, and that a
travelling colonial subject especially uses a distinctive form and
provides unique meanings compared to writers from imperialist
countries. Traveling can be said to be spacial and cultural, and at
the same transcends the boundary of discourse and politics, and

therefore a concurrent experience and discovery of one's own
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self and others, and becomes a space created through such
actions. And such traveling experiences inevitably come to life in
various forms of writing.

Travel writing in early modern times were often in the form of
useful narratives for empirical writing or, on the other hand,
travel experiences were endlessly reproduced as novels and other
forms of literature. If the travel experiences of the Chosun
Dynasty, Japan, or Western countries reformed the mind and
perspective of the traveler and if it eventually became an
important influence on various forms of narratives, this can be
signified as travel-narratives, which cover both empirical or
fictional writing. In early modern times, almost all novelists were
also travelers, and therefore reproduced their own travel
experiences, going back and forth freely between empirical and
fictional writing. A travel writing is born through one's travels,
but at the same time it was one of the important factors that
made traveling itself possible. Furthermore, empirical and fictional
travel-narratives influenced one another, interacting with each
other in diverse aspects, such as discourse or style of writing.

The formative period of modern Korean literature, which was
from late 19th century to the 1920s, was a time of immense
possibilities when undefined writings and literary forms existed
together and competed with each other. At the time, empirical
and fictional travel-narratives closely influenced each other, and
both centered on the experience of traveling in the aspect of
establishing a first-person confessional writing form through
forming the mind of the traveling self and achieving the unity of
speech and writing. In this way the aesthetic features of
travel-narratives were formed. This type of relationship between
the two forms of writing were eventually divided in the 1920s
when travel writing became fixed as a sub-genre of essays, and

the aesthetics and forms of modern novels were established
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independently. Looking closely at the formative period of modern
Korean literature thus has been proven to be important as it
shows the drama of influential relationships of diverse narrative
forms, and is therefore a trial for looking with a new perspective
at the early modern Korean literature and its possibilities, both of
which once appeared but quickly vanished, or never came to the
surface at all.

In Chapter 2, the study discusses the originality of travel
writing that were created through overseas studies of the modern
world or studying abroad in the modern world, such as in Japan
or the West, which were a new form of traveling at the time.
Such originality can be found in the way that writers recognize
and reproduce the space of modern civilization through traveling,
which was a form of going beyond boundaries. While a major
form of traveling for writers from imperialist countries was
adventures, the travelers of the Chosun Dynasty still had to get
themselves used to new civilizations through the form of studying
in other countries. The most important thing in the case of
studying overseas is that the travelers recognize and form the
subjects and space in the aspect of knowledge, rather than actual
observations or experiences.

This study especially attempts to point out that Travel writing
on the 7Zravel Writing on the Wes{ /9l H.[H) was a form of travel
wiritng that was inevitably required to recognize the geographical
knowledge and geopolitical space, rather than only a discourse
system with simple encyclopedic knowledge, viewing the literary
work in the perspective of traditional travel writing from the
Chosun Dynasty period. The unique social identity of the writer
Yoo Gil-joon as a foreign student is emphasized, and a form of
studying abroad by the government is highlighted. School
newspapers had developed significantly by 1905, as students

funding their own studies abroad grew in great numbers. Their
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daily and private travel experiences were published in school
newspapers, and the fact that those experiences were strongly
connected with the political events and their meanings can be
said to be one of the major characteristics of modern Korean
empirical writing. While the dominant form of travel at the time
was overseas studying, the other form of travel, which was
adventure and therefore quite impossible in the Chosun Dynasty,
was being accomplished through the translation of various
adventure novels.

Furthermore, based on this method of space recognition, this
study discusses three different aspects of travel-narratives
reproducing space. The first is reproducing space using a new
style of writing, such as Travel writing on the 7rave!/ Writing on
the West by Yoo. In his work, Yoo used a mixed style of writing
Korean with Chinese characters, therefore capturing the subjects
in his own words and reproducing them by interpreting them
iconographically. The second 1s the aspect of changes 1in
perspectives and in the form of reproduction which is seen in the
works by students who studied through their own private
expenses. They recognized their daily lives through various
senses, and recaptured them using sensual expressions that had
never before come to life. Finally, the way space is reproduced in
Sinsoseol(New-style novel), in which the experience of studying
abroad was fictionally narrated, i1s discussed. Sinsosel strongly
connected the historical context and space, and through this show
the space recognition of colonial subjects toward the empire.

In Chapter 3, the manner in which a sensual agent is born is
studies. As traveling became widespread among commoners in the
1910s, traveling and reading travel writing became a kind of
hobby, and people began to recognize the surroundings
aesthetically through photos. As traveling became more of a

common activity, travel writing and photos were spread through
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newspapers and magazines. Modern hobbies were closely
connected with the aesthetic abilities or judgements of the agent,
and therefore the beginning of traveling as a hobby had
something to do with new travel destinations being highlighted
and their aesthetic sights being highlighted. From then on,
traveling began to be considered as one of the ways to nurture
one's aesthetic sensibilities as well as one's mind and body, and
the possibility of a meeting point between travel writing and
novels was born.

Not only the new-style novelist Choi Chan-sik or the adaptation
writer Cho Chung-hwan, but also Lee Gwang-su published their
travel writing of their real travel experiences, and created novels
based on them. In this process, famous scenic spots, aesthetic
sights, and travel destinations were actively reproduced as the
backgrounds of novels. In other words, travel writing and novels
became closely related in the aspect that they are both sensual
reproductions of space, backgrounds, and subjects. Furthermore, it
1s important that the traveling self and the subject of narration in
the writing are connected in travel-narratives. The first—-person
narrative form was newly tested actively in novels at the time,
mostly because writers such as Lee Gwang-su, Cho Chung-hwan,
and many others were creating first-person fictional
travel-narratives in various ways.

In regards to the relationship among travel-narratives, space
reproduction, and first-person narration, the following three
aspects are emphasized. First, observing the aesthetic sights
through travel causes changes in one's perspective toward various
subjects. This 1s based on the premise that one i1s separate from
the subject, and through this, one can construct and control the
subject world, and observe and reproduce it. Second, facing
imperialist countries by traveling overseas provides the colonial

subject traveler with the opportunity to nurture one's own mind.
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While confession is the form that writers from imperialist
countries took to reflect on one's sins and ritualize one's
confession, a colonial subject goes through a unique subjective (or
vise versa) sentiment. This, differently from one's guilt, created a
colonial insight. Third, various types of first-person narratives
were being experimented with in the empirical travel-narratives
of the time, and it was adopted in the novels later on,
establishing the first—-person narrator form. If the unity of speech
and writing must be first established for a first-person narrative,
various forms of the unity of speech and writing shown in travel
writing reveals the literary possibilities in the aspect of narrative
form, and this is where empirical and fictional travel-narratives
become closer to the point where they become indistinctive from
each other.

Chapter 4 investigates "a tour of inspection" and "tourism", both
of which were large-scale, political, or commercial modes of
traveling, and how they became signified in colonial Chosun in the
1920s in the form of travel called "nation country pilgrimage."
Among those two, sightseeing was usually one type of modern
commercial good chosen due to an individual's desire, but Japan
in its early modern times was building its position as an empire
by developing colonial Manchuria and Chosun as sightseeing
destinations through group tours. The spirit of adventure was
stressed, and Chosun was rediscovered as an uncivilized tourist
attraction. Meanwhile, travelers from Chosun discovered the
outside empire by looking around Japan, and define themselves as
inferior. This uncovers the characteristics and limits of colonial
subject travels.

The widespread country pilgrimages that appeared after the
1920s became the decisive cause of traveling for commoners in
colonies, and the form of travel writing was established as an

independent style of writing. Country pilgrimages can be regarded
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as full-scale modern tours, as it was way far away from the
"Inspecting" style of travel, and it was made possible by
developing transportation and lodging near national attractions
such as Mt. Ji-ri, Mt. Geum-gang, or Mt. Baek-du. Country
pilgrimage keeps its style in the form of travel writing, which is a
combination of an experiencing agent and a narrative agent, while
actively turning the past historical time into the present time.
Through this, country pilgrims discover the symbolical form and
places of the nation-state, and at the same time, collect the
traces of the stories that were not ethnically signified, and
aggressively uncover and narrate the inner conflict of the country.

Meanwhile, the tendency in the 1910s to signify nature with
aesthetic landscapes continued through travel writing in the
1920s, but the author Yeom Sang-seop completed the aesthetics
of modern novels by breaking away from this tendency with his
argument of naturalism. One of his works called Man-se
Jeontakes the style of describing one's journey, and is quite
similar to many travel writing at the time in that it shows one's
shame and self-construct by facing the reality of one's colonial
home country. However, his work is different from travel writing,
which pursue the concurrence of experiences, through the
construct of reminiscence that truth and fiction interact with each
other in the narrative, and dramatic separation of the experiencing
agent and the narrative agent. From this point, after the 1920's,
travel-narratives, in the aspect of discourse and aesthetics, are
completely separated into travel writing as empirical, and novels

as fictional.

Key Words : Travel-narrative, Travel writing, space recognition,
space reproduction, landscape, studying aborad

overseas), pilgrimage, hobby, tourism, a tour of
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