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abstract

EU% Policy Toward the Korean Peninsula

Jae-Seung Lee*

The European Union(EU) has intensified its foreign policy toward the Korean
Peninsula in recent years as shown in a series of strategy and position papers. The
adoption of Framework Agreement for Trade and Cooperation and Joint Declaration on
the Political Dialogue between Korea and the EU enabled a more systematic approach to
solve the Korean and inter-Korean issues. The EU has also pursued an active
humanitarian aid and technical assistance to North Korea. EU’s relations with the two
Korea reflected a growing influence of the EU in international relations. However, EU’s
engagement in Korean issues began to stagnate since the 9.11 terrorist attack. The US-
North Korea relations were almost freezed as North Korea was regarded as a “terrorist
country.” Furthermore, critiques have been raised within the EU on the stalling North
Korean reform.

It may not be wise to expect the EU to replace the US in dealing with the inter-Korean
issues. The EU’s engagement on the Korean Peninsula is still limited due to its relative
weakness in military and security affairs vis-a-vis the US. However, the EU’s engagement
in the inter-Korean issues can be effective in terms of preventive diplomacy in which the
EU has been most successful. The EU can also facilitate North Korea’s transition to
global society and market economy. The EU may join, in the future, in the multilateral
coordination on North Korean problem — such as TCOG — together with the US and
Japan. Along with the diplomacy with EU, the Korean government need to strengthen

*Professor, Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS), Assistant Professor; European
Politics/International Political Economy, 02-3497-7643, jslee01@mofat.go.kr
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the des with major European countries such as Germany, France, and the UK since these

countries still exert substantial influence on the EU’s common foreign policy.



