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Abstract

Pictorial Representation of
Typically Realized Traditional

Images

—based on my paintings-—

Choe Suyeon
Painting major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

In this thesis, I analyze my works starting with describing a
topic that I am recognizing as important one among various
phenomenon we face in society by embracing the main subject,
which I chose to show it and the formal aspect and attitude
expressing it.

Currently, the location and situation of Korean traditional - classic
images are derived from the process of establishing a relationship
with out—world through the Korea's modernization period. In the
process of embracing Western culture and changing life style

modernly, the oldies were mostly regarded as outdated and
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uncivilized. Even the effort to revive the ethnic identity over time
was not merely a result of self—reflection. Rather, it seems that
it is closer to the effort to create a different kind of us by
consciously focusing on the Western eyes. Therefore, anew
restored and represented tradition and classic remain awkward
and artificial scenes. [ recognized the unnatural state of
consciousness and started a series of paintings with observing it
critically.

The traditional - classic images even seem exotic and alien,
estranged from everyday life Korean are having. Therefore, it is
observed to consume by bringing out the appearance without
considering the essential meaning or to use them with intention to
show off ethnical identity. I found such examples in traditional
culture exhibitions, Korean folklore - newly—risen religions and
historical dramas. In case of flies in the ointment from inaccurate
historical research, incoherent mix of past and present, and
religious space where fictional ideas are specifically visualized
appear as concrete ingredients in the works.

I judge the social position and figurative state of the subjects to
express based on my viewpoint and aesthetic sense. Among them,
I choose and paint the subjects, which have possibilities that may
otherwise acceptable to the others depending on what kind of
views they have about change of tradition, it seems to me rather
negative though. Because leaving other forms of acceptance
cannot necessarily to be seen the incomplete condition as a result
of complacency or ignorance. Even though it is a incommodious
and not enough, no one will ever be worthy of rebuke it given
that it may be an inevitable consequence. Although it is easy to
criticize something, I presented with a thought that there is a

different perspective in mind because it requires a more subtle
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view of the causes and limitations.

There are mixed contradictory elements in the works, such as
Eastern and Western, traditions and conventions, past and
present, coarseness and grandeur. Each element is also equal one
to another and has a hierarchical relationship. My work focuses
on presenting a subtly across intermediate boundaries between
those contrasting elements. Starting from depicting the antique
and simple state of objects and landscapes that have been
implemented for a particular social - religious purpose, neutralize
them on a canvas so that they do not appear to be critical. In
order to do so, I relatively emphasize the elements that appear
contrary to the subject's epic aspects. Such as using my most
skillful brush strokes to draw objects which are considered poor
craftsmanship, or adopting enlarged scenes to present the shabby
and caricatured ones as if they are solemn historical drawings.
Every piece of work is drawn by referring to photographs, and I
accept parts that are formatively unstable in terms of lighting or
composition. In contrast, while moving realistic scenes in the
reference photographs into paintings, 1 delete some parts or show
only some certain portions of the objects. Through these framing,
I wanted to demonstrate the hostility and affection towards the
objects at the same time.

I paint in oils, the traditional medium of painting, but there is
also an ambivalence in painting differently than the unique
technique of oil painting that puts multiple painting layers. The
way of painting thinly at once without painting over or
modification emphasizes the texture of canvas surfaces and brush
strokes as much as depicted figures in the drawings. brush
strokes, of which liquidity is increased by mixing transparent

medium, decrease the illusion of the shape by indicating the
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object itself as well as describing the shape of the feature. Also,
translucent wiped traces formed by overlapping brush strokes
describing shapes with brush strokes, which melts them with
shoving, create psychological distance by acting like visual noise
on all over the canvas and prevent to be sentimentally assimilated
into the image.

[ wanted to embrace various kinds of esthetic senses and to
collect numerous views observing the objects through the process
of withhold the value judgements towards the objects or

disguising it as a neutral state.

Key words: Tradition, Classic, Reappearance, Imperfectness,

Inevitable, ambivalent, Surface, Different, Neutrality, Brush stroke

Student Number - 2014-22738
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