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Abstract

A Study on the Critical Reception and
Production of Images of Women

through the Method of Appropriation

—based on my own works

Yoon, Solin
Painting Major, Department of Painting

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study is a theoretical analysis of my art practice, which
aims to bring fleeting critical attention to the cultural rules and
regulations that are operating in the environment of digital images. It
is difficult to comprehend the reality of our visual experience, or the
environment of digital images referred to in this study due to the
huge impact of digital images that are almost impossible to grasp in
their entirety and the screens that have penetrated deep into our
personal realm govern the conditions of everyday life. The works

analyzed in this study examine the condition of inseparability of the

3 1 £ 7] ]
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individual and the collective in the process of image production and
reception in order to explore the impact of new media conditions on
one’s personal decisions as well as intimate memories. Under these
conditions, one’s subjective decisions are influence by the distribution
of mass-produced images in the media, along with the confusion of
whether their personal experiences belong to themselves or are they
the result of the acceptance of the collective desire. Despite
experiencing the consumption of an abundance of images in daily
life followed by the advent of new media, I find myself feeling a
general insatiable sense of lack lying in the overload of images.
These doubts have led me to question what is “the real” within
today’s process of image production and consumption, which became

a motivation for my art practice.

The questions came from my own identity - which can be
specified as a young woman in her twenties. Despite having been
enforced to perform the traditional roles of femininity, 1 still have
experiences of freedom that are unconstrained by those expectations.
As an artist, the twofold experiences of being female allowed me to
engage critically with this very notion. In this sense, my inquiries
touch upon the relationship between female subjects and the system
of representation operating with the media. Above all, it has led me
to doubt the process by which the norms and standards are
constructed in the production and reception of images of women.
The category of images that I work with are commercial images
proliferated through digital media in mainstream culture that
represent certain ideals. In particular, T work with images that

represent the fantasies often consumed by women. My study focuses
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on exemplary cases in my work, which are noted in this study as
having to deal with the system of representation related to women
such as the “aestheticized” experience of the honeymoon and images
of the female body. However, the consumption of images of women
in my conflicting position as an insider cannot be completely
indulged in this system, which compels me to carefully observe the
inseparable relationship between the production and consumption of

images in the process of representation.

Rather than to create something entirely new outside of the
system of representation, my works is an attempt to awaken the
sense of criticality that has been paralyzed within the established
framework of representation. To this end, I primarily employ the
strategy of appropriation in my work. Appropriation — which
necessarily references the original in its construction of meaning —
in the very process of borrowing and reusing preexisting imagery,
primarily performs the function of the representation of an object.
However, what 1 focus on in my practice is the process of
appropriation rather than the appropriation of images itself. In other
words, 1 re-present the process of appropriation, which is important
in today's overwhelming amount of images in circulation, and the
massive amount of production and consumption of digital images. In
doing so, 1 expose the mechanisms of the imaging system, which are
generally invisible being fragmented and dispersed. The strategies of
appropriation that I employ in my practice are characterized as
capturing, reframing and reinterating. By capturing the repetitive
patterns of common behavior in digital media, reframing the

boundaries of femininity through image editing technology, and
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reiterating people’s practices of appropriation in my installation and
videos, 1 attempt to reveal the circulating structure of image
production and consumption. The final result of my work that is
installed in the exhibition space induces a synesthetic experience for
the audience, not solely a visual one. These attempts in the artwork
expose the hidden nature of the ever—advancing digital technologies.
In particular, it prompts us to reflect on the visual experience of
consuming conventional representations of women in images, as well
as the characteristics of the normalized system of representation from

the perspective of a woman in the digital environment.

Keywords : gender perspective, visual environment in the digital era,
appropriation, process of appropriation, the collective and the
individual, the internalized universality

Student Number : 2013-21198

- 63 - A 2-t)] &



	I. 서론 
	II. 재현의 체계와 동시대 여성이미지 
	1.  이중적인 여성성의 경험과 관점의 형성 
	2.  이미지 소비자이자 생산자로서 여성   
	3.  보편화된 여성성의 재생산 

	III. 디지털 미디어의 확산과 이미지 생산과 소비의 변화 
	1.  내밀해진 스크린과 검색의 인식론 
	2.  대량생산되는 기억과 유보되는 자기 판단 

	IV. 창작 방식으로서의 차용 
	1.  차용과 역-차용 
	1) 디지털 방식의 차용 
	2) 차용의 과정을 차용하기 

	2.  차용의 방식들 
	1) 캡처하기 
	2) 다시 프레이밍하기 
	3) 되풀이하기 

	3.  온라인과 오프라인 공간의 상호 연결 

	V. 결론 
	참고문헌 
	그림목록 
	Abstract 


<startpage>7
I. 서론  1
II. 재현의 체계와 동시대 여성이미지  4
 1.  이중적인 여성성의 경험과 관점의 형성  4
 2.  이미지 소비자이자 생산자로서 여성    9
 3.  보편화된 여성성의 재생산  12
III. 디지털 미디어의 확산과 이미지 생산과 소비의 변화  17
 1.  내밀해진 스크린과 검색의 인식론  17
 2.  대량생산되는 기억과 유보되는 자기 판단  25
IV. 창작 방식으로서의 차용  30
 1.  차용과 역-차용  31
   1) 디지털 방식의 차용  31
   2) 차용의 과정을 차용하기  33
 2.  차용의 방식들  38
   1) 캡처하기  39
   2) 다시 프레이밍하기  41
   3) 되풀이하기  44
 3.  온라인과 오프라인 공간의 상호 연결  47
V. 결론  52
참고문헌  54
그림목록  58
Abstract  60
</body>

