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Abstract

Expressing the Emotion of
Forlornness through Drawing

Landscape

—based on my works—

Kim Jimin
Printmaking Major
Department of Painting

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

[ see the actions that occur in landscape as being inert and passive
rather than active or subjective. This point of view draws attention to
the ambiguity and coincidence of landscape, and its powerlessness and
limitations. 1 consider the landscape as a state in which unrelated things
are randomly placed and viewed together, and as an object that is in a
continually unstable and variable state due to the changes from various

causes frequently reflecting upon it. Moreover, I become emotionally



involved in such landscape and respond to it emotionally, and feel
dismayed and forlorn that the landscape merely appears and disappears
without a subjective will or firmness.

Based on such emotions of compassion, I choose and draw the scenes
that feel the most pitiable and fragile as my subject. These are
landscapes created by scenes that meekly lie on the periphery for their
lack of a centripetal force as a place, objects that evoke the feeling of
impermanence and transience, and things in a precarious state that seem
on the brink of disappearing. I bring as my subject, things that
unknowingly appear and must surely disappear again at any moment,
and seek to maintain a certain attitude by translating their outshined
presence without adding or subtracting. I draw the vulnerable and
insignificant subjects not to find any moral or meaning from them but
to give full meaning to the fact that they lie in the world in such a
form as they are now. Even if it might be somewhat useless, 1 exert
myself in the effort to leave the moments of the things that are placed
around me, and this is also a process of endeavoring to stay interested
in things that are trivial and helpless yet produce small and delicate
feelings.

Here, scenes are what play the central role in the way [ draw the
landscapes. I do not perceive the landscape as a flow with organic
continuity, but rather as a series of segmented scenes, as though
establishing a virtual plane. Just like when quickly flipping through a
paper book with slightly varying images on each page, each of the
scenes repeatedly appear and disappear in a certain shape and pattern
as | change my position. Among the scenes that fleet by with such
minute differences, there are scenes that form a visual tension and thus

draw attention for much longer, which I want to describe as balanced
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scenes. The balance of the scene created by the soft and indifferent
elements — which in themselves do not leave a strong impression —
existing in their respective positions each in their own form, temporarily
creates solidity between the randomly placed things. This balance,
however, is quickly disturbed as I move my gaze, conveying a feeling
that resembles the fragile nature of the things that make up the scene
itself. T think this method of drawing, which translates the balance of
the scene, can act as a formalization process that gives them some kind
shape without damaging the meaning and feelings inherent in the fragile
subjects.

In the process of translating the balance of the scene, various objects
come to occupy positions and areas on the picture—plane as complete
forms with clear boundaries. As I am trying to emphasize the presence
and position of individual elements by showing their complete form, the
effects of light or excessive portrayals of texture are omitted as factors
that interfere with the form. Taking into account the frame and the
flatness of the picture—plane, I adjust the elements that result from
planarization in a manner that confirms to a more fundamental and
mathematical balance. Shifting the balance of the scene and looking at
each of the objects as geometric forms and arrangements, I draw them
on the screen by counting the numbers, or looking for similarities and
comparing their differences. The process of thinking about concrete and
everyday objects by assigning them to mathematical and geometrical
principles is carried out like an inconsequent and impractical
amusement, and this process creates a unique lyrical atmosphere on the
picture—plane. I accept the universal principle that everything is only
there for a certain period of time and that nothing is eternal as

meaning that those forms no longer remain as they were.
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In addition, I draw these scenes in a refined and controlled manner
after taking time for contemplation. By planning in advance what to
draw using extra sketches and photographs, correction on the screen or
the involvement of chance is minimized. Rather than using direct
expression, indirect methods of expression such as tracing the sketch
using carbon paper and transparent paper, or obtaining a thin and even
line with engraving are used to create a more orderly picture. When
applying color, the transparency is adjusted by uniformly stacking thin
colors on paper that has been processed not to smear, and the
coloration sequence is determined by reflecting on the characteristics of
each element. When expressing those that were observed during night
time, I sometimes utilize aquatint that is more compliant to strict
brightness control and fine surface divisions, which allows for a delicate
expression of minute differences between each of the scenes and

elements.

Key words: landscape, the emotion of compassion, passive presence,
balance, flatness, aquatint, refining of expression, forlornness, lyricism of

geometry
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