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2 Bt vlwd 27138 2A8%7] "ot (Cookson and Dolan, 2000,
O’ Neill, 2006).
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Abstract
Defining unnecessary utilization
of healthcare through applying
two biomedical concepts

of healthcare need

—Focus on the limitations of biomedical

considerations—

Kyung—do Lee
Department of Health Policy and Management
School of Public Health

Seoul National University

Defining unnecessary utilization of healthcare has been widely considered as
a significant issue in the political sphere and health economics. Particularly,

health economists have assessed the horizontal equity of healthcare utilization
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by estimating the amount of unnecessary healthcare uses. They applied the
specific concepts of healthcare need to make this estimation. The application
of the specific concepts of need into defining the features of unnecessary
healthcare utilization has been seldom criticized and examined, especially

considering the ethical implications of this assessment.

Therefore, the first subject of this study will be the particular concept of
healthcare need which has been used in horizontal equity research. Moreover,
to address this issue more based on the ethical principles in health policy, the
second subject of this study will be the need concept insisted by Norman
Daniels, which has been generally regarded as morally appealing and having

its strong moral foundation.

The main object of this study is to find the exact features of unnecessary
care, especially in the primary care context, through applying two biomedical
concepts of healthcare needs. To achieve both philosophical and practical aim
more efficiently, two assumptions will be adopted: First, all healthcare
services must be distributed only according to the each patient’ s medical
needs which are estimated by medical professionals. Second, the level of
access to primary care must be achieved high enough to facilitate primary
care utilization. These two assumptions will simplify the application processes
of two biomedical concepts of healthcare need into defining unnecessary
utilization. In addition, we will limit the scope of this study into primary care
settings. Therefore, the several features of primary care will be taken into

account while examining this issue.

To briefly summarize the conclusion of this study, it is insisted that the first
concept of healthcare need fails to consider the preventive effect of primary
care, mainly by excluding the education level or social connection, and the
moral impacts of the possible substitutes of primary care. Besides, the need
concept by Norman Daniels has a significant role in addressing moral
imperatives of the significant social factors, such as education and social

capital, in the context of primary care. However, this concept has a crucial
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constraint, particularly on examining the necessity of primary care to relieve

subjective pain or modify patients’ well—being.

Keywords : Distributive Justice, Public Health Ethics, Allocation Ethics,

Healthcare Need, Equity of Healthcare Utilization, Access to Healthcare

Student Number : 2014—-23386
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