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Abstract

Impact of Imagined Contact
Activity on Students’ Attitudes

toward Islamic Culture

Sunghee Han
Department of Geography Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Koreans who are accustomed to understanding the world from the
Western perspective after the liberation of Korea have a negative
perception of Islamic culture. Especially, as a result of the recent
news of terrorism, misunderstandings and prejudices about the
Islamic culture have been formed. However, the activities of simply
confirming and memorizing the facts listed in the textbooks have
limitations in solving prejudices against Islamic culture. So, this study
presented imagined contact activities as an alternative to multicultural
education through textbook-based fact-finding activities and identified
its effectiveness.

The results of this study were as follows. First, the control group
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and the experiment group of each school were set up with the eighth
graders in three public middle schools in Seoul. In order to see
statistical significance between each group, fact - finding activities
and imagined contact activities were conducted for each group. Then,
students’ attitude and acceptance toward the Islamic culture were
identified. There were significant differences between each group in
‘'emotional” factors which are sub-factors of the attitude toward
Islamic culture, and acceptance of Islamic culture. However, there was
no significant difference in ’'behavioral tendency’. These results
suggest that 1magined contact activities are an effective way for
students to accept Islamic culture without prejudice. However, since
the effects of emotions do not necessarily lead to behavior,
environmental or institutional support is needed to enhance students’
understanding of Islamic culture and openness. In other words, it is
necessary to improve discrimination related to the Islamic culture in
textbooks, train teachers and preservice teachers without prejudice to
the Islamic culture, and produce TV programs with objective
contents.

Through this study, I hope that geography education can contribute
to nurturing people with global leadership based on an unbiased

attitude toward other cultures.

keywords : Prejudice, Islamic culture, imagined contact, attitude,

acceptance of Islamic culture

Student Number : 2016-21552
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