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<Abstract>

Political Changes in the Mahan and

Baekje’s Supremacy in the 3rd Century

Kim, Min-Seok

History Education Major,

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

By wusing both Korean and Chinese historical documents in a
mutually complementary way, the present study seeks to elucidate the
process through which Baekje(F#) came to occupy a position
representative of the Mahan(}54) in the 3rd century AD. In addition, it
seeks to examine the process through which Baekje was established
and developed organically and continuously within the overall
development of ancient Korean history rather than understanding it
from the perspective of the history of a single nation.

Founded as a member of statelet of the Mahan, Baekje inherited and
developed the experiences and cultural capacity obtained from both
Mahan society, on a microscopic level, and the society of the Jin state

(IxB4), on a macroscopic level, as its origins. Consisting of the Three
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Han(—#%) (also known as Samhan; i. e., Jinhan, Mahan, and Byeonhan),
Jin State began to witness agitation in its system around the mid-1st
century BC. As in SillaG#i#E)’s establishment by the statelets in the
Jinhan(=#%#) and secession from Jin State, Jin State was in the process
of being divided into the Three Han. Amidst such political changes, the
statelets of Mahan gathered, seeking a new order and forming unified
forces in diverse places, one of which was Baekje. The statelets
comprising the Three Han had founded Jin State by coming together
and electing the King of Jin(JxT), under whose command these
statelets had come. Nor did the principle on which Baekje was
established differ from this. Elected together by the Mahan, the ‘king’
of Baekje was called the gilji(# 7).

Up to the 3rd century AD, multiple gilji forces coexisted
independently in various places in Mahan. Such a situation began to
change, with increasing military pressure from neighboring Silla and an
invasive war waged by the Wei Dynasty(#%l) in China as the
occasion. In the mid-3rd century AD, diverse gilji forces in Mahan
created a united force by coming together, elected the strongest gilji
force among themselves as the geon'gilji(#:5 7, ‘great gilji’), and chose
to be under the command of this geon’gilji. The center of this unified
entity was Baekje, and King Goi(#7/"T) of the kingdom assumed the
position of the geon'gilji. Accordingly, this ruler was perceived, at
times, by the Chinese as the founder of Baekje as well. As the
representative of the entire Mahan, King Goi of Baekje internally

renewed the state system by unifying gilji forces and reorganizing the

_74_



ruling structure and externally led Mahan by establishing diplomatic

relations with and, at times, confronting Chinese forces.

Key words : Baekje(E#), Mahan(FB¥%), Gilji(F ), Geon’'gilji(#5

%), Jin State(RE), King of Jin(BE), Jin state
system(/x B%EHl)
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