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gtEL Zlolth. Z9g2(2009: 205)2
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wrt AsolRoA 49 it Lol 9 o] & Acjels WAE o]
Zelqo] MAFQl BAA o A18E WeAe AMAFTH AR

qo| wEo|zo ABo|RE e HustH(sexualized) ¥AS Wi Y
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Abstract

Boundary-crossings of Migrant
Brides in Northern Vietnam
-A case study on ‘Bride school’
program of a Korean NGO in

Hanoi-

Kim Kyung Min
Department of Anthropology
The Graduate School of Social Sciences

Seoul National University

This thesis examines contesting discourses among Korean
government, Korean NGO, and KOICA(Korea International
Cooperation Agency) in ‘bride school’ in Hanoi, the capital of
Vietnam, for the Vietnamese migrant brides. It also pays
attention to the actual experience and subjectivities of
Vietnamese migrant brides participating in the program. This
research is based on the ethnographic study in a Korean NGO in

Hanoi for three months.
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The international marriage, which has emerged as a new
phenomenon in the 1990s and its rate continues to increase so
far, is not merely considered a union of a man and a woman
anymore and become a social problem that requires national
control and intervention.

To cope with this problem, in 2004, Korean government not
only included Korean language skills in the international marriage
examination criteria but also organize the 'bridal class' program
to teach Korean language and culture to migrant brides who
have not migrated yet. The ‘bride school program in Hanoi is
not only a place to study Korea's attitude towards assimilation
and its efforts towards de-territorialization, but also a space
where discourses regarding migrant brides are produced by
different subjects such as Korean NGO and KOICA.

In this thesis, I first analyze the nature of the organizations
producing the discourses. They regard Vietnamese migrant brides
as 'objects'. I pay attention the way their discourses are
produced in the ‘bride school’ and to the actual experiences of
Vietnamese migrant brides and their subjectivity developed from
this experience. Various contradictions can be found between the
form and content of the ‘bride school’ program and the
discourses that each organizations produce. This contradictions
reveals the complexity and specificity of the ‘bride school’
program.

The fact that ‘foreign aid’ of KOICA now supports Vietnamese
marriage migrant women, which in principle can only be
provided to foreigners, shows the hidden intention of assimilation
policy and de-territorialized strategies of Korean government.

Apparently, the bride classroom is one of KOICA's aid program,
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but the discourses those are represented and reproduced in
reality are of Korean government and Korean NGO. Furthermore,
the view of Korean government and Korean NGO on Vietnamese
migrant brides creates another crack in terms of text and
context.

In the texts used in the ‘bride school’, the economic gap
between Korea and Vietnam is regarded as a hierarchy between
the countries in the world order, and the new Orientalism of
Korea is reproduced that portrays Korean culture as a righteous
one while the Vietnamese culture is assumed to be inferior. In
this discourse of economic-cultural Ilinear development,
Vietnamese women are viewed as individuals of a country that is
uncivilized with inferior culture, and they are fixed as objects
that should assimilated into a superior Korean culture.

Unlike Korean government, which dreams of complete
assimilation and integration, Korean NGO teaches Vietnamese
women strategies of 'temporary assimilation' to survive in Korean
society. However, the transitory assimilation is merely a passive
strategy to adapt and tolerate rather than to any resist unequal
structural constraints and any discourses about marriage migrant
women. In addition, Korean NGO utilizes nationalist discourse and
'paradoxical liberationism' in order to empower Vietnamese
marriage migrant women and encourage their migration. This,
however, results in an isolation of the subjectivity of marriage
migrant women with a strong narrative of 'nationalism' and
'female heroines' rather than liberating women from the
structural oppression.

However, Vietnamese women in the ‘bride school’ have

different experience and subjectivities than the image created by
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the discourse of Korean government and Korean NGO. Contrary
to the conventional prejudice towards the Vietnamese migrant
brides, Northern Vietnamese women have different socioeconomic
background. Furthermore, these Vietnamese women from the
North migrate because of the unequal gender structure of
Vietnam rather than the economic reason.

In this paper, [ pay special attention to the fact that gendered
migration (structure) results in gendered imagination and practice
(agency). Vietnamese migrant brides have to choose to migrate
because they are women, daughters, and mothers and it is an
irony that this unequal gender structure also gives Vietnamese
migrant brides a privilege to migrate.

Throughout the three-month ethnographic study, I have found
the active subjectivity of Vietnamese migrant brides who are
actively engaged in various practices such as negotiation and
resistance to improve life after the present and the
post-migration by utilizing diverse social and cultural capital of
their own, rather than staying in a helpless or passive position.

As a useful resource, Vietnamese marriage migrant women
mobilize Korean NGO appropriately to get what they want when
in the process of applying VISA or negotiating the future with
husband. In the ‘bride school’, women with higher economic and
educational backgrounds tend to emphasize their 'symbolic
capital' such as their academic background or economic power
to 'distinguish' them from other women. This can be interpreted
as a practice to escape the negative discourses of Korea and
Vietham on Vietnamese migrant women. Especially, Vietnamese
women with relatively high economic power and education, while

opposing to the social wisdom that economic behavior and love
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are incompatible, actively explore the value of love and intimacy
within a commercialized international marriage system in which
an injection of capital is inevitable.

The case of the Vietnamese migrant brides in the ‘bride
school’ questions the current image and discourses about the
Vietnamese migrant brides. It calls for a different approach to
the complex realities in which the Vietnamese migrant brides
reside and their subjectivities as an active subject who
transcends not only the national border but also the boundaries
of public and private sectors as well as the boundaries of love

and economy.
keywords : Cross-border marriage, marriage migration, migrant

women, subjectivity, gender, Vietnam, Korean NGO. bride school
Student Number : 2015-22536
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