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Abstract
A Study of Park Chung-hee’s

Egalitarian Reform in Education

During 1960s

—-The System of Limitless Competition and

Social Stratification-—

One-Sun Cho
Dept. of Political Science and International Relations
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This dissertation seeks to identify the influences of Park Chung-hee’s
egalitarian reform in education during the 1960s and the changes it
has caused to the whole system of Korea. This dissertation utilizes
historical case study and evidence based literature reviews as
methodologies to analyze the Park’s education reform.

I argue that Park’s egalitarian reform in education left limitless
competition system as a legacy in contemporary Korea. Also,
egalitarian reform in education, devised as part of ideological control

to foster industrialization, did result in higher ‘rate of returns to
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schooling’ which promotes stratification in the short term. On the
longer term, however, combined with Korea’s demographical factor,
the reform spiraled the country into limitless competition and caused
to promote stratification.

As such, the following research is based the main question:
“How and why does the purpose of Park’'s egalitarian reform
contradict its legacy?”

More specifically, Park’s reform in the 1960s was implemented
in a tremendous scale compared to that in the 1950s. Enrollment
system without examination, private school reform, and textbook
policy were Park’s main policies in force during the decade. On every
level of reform, Park stressed egalitarianism. The administration
instilled the hope that anyone could receive a perfect score in the
examinations by deriving all exam questions from the contents of the
textbooks. As a result, exams were levelled down to easy questions
to answer to Park’s emphasis on egalitarianism.

Setting easy questions may have suited egalitarian goals but is
disadvantageous for those with excellent academic abilities. This new
structure allows students with lower academic abilities to score better
than those with higher abilities by the help of shadow education.
Thus anyone who wishes to score higher, which is most everyone, is
forced to participate in a non-stope competition to receive more and
better shadow education. The only way students can now stay on
par with each other is by taking a part in the costly and highly
competitive market of shadow education. Thus, students, even today,
are suffering from the artificial ‘education hell’ that accompanies
unlimited competition to score higher. In turn, those who come out to
be the ‘winner’ group in such system are accepted into the interest
group that carries this one.

As a result, Park’s egalitarian reform changed the purpose of
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learning from improving one’s academic capacity to reduce making
mistakes on easy questions. Education reform proceeded smoothly,
like sailing downwind, strategically propagandizing egalitarian as a
national goal to deceive the citizens from the devastating competition
the reform was producing. Education reform yielded -citizens
accustomed to feverous competition, an essential component of a
competitive industrial society.

However, the system of limitless competition, or the endless
stream of competition from competition in education and life, remains
the most crucial legacy of Park’s education reform that is still yet to
overcome for the contemporary Korean society.

This dissertation reveals that Park’'s egalitarian reform in
education which was an essential part of Korea’'s modernization,
ironically surmounted the system of limitless competition that poisons
Korea today and promoted social stratification. Furthermore, this
research points out the although ‘hell Joseon’ or the formidable state
of contemporary Korean society, is originated from Park’s egalitarian
reform in education and the resulting system of limitless competition,
such perspective had not been thoroughly researched in a social
sclence perspective.

The significance of this research is that it discloses the aspects
of limitless competition that was heavily involved in shaping
contemporary Korean identity by assessing previously unstudied
aspect that is Park’s egalitarian reform and approach it in a social

scientific perspective.

Key Words :Park Chung-hee, Egalitarianism, Education Reform,

The System of Limitless Competition, Social Stratification

National Identity, State Building. Nationalism
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