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The following study will review upon the NPT joining
process of the Park Chung-hee administration after 1968. The
nuclear development program during the 1970s of the Park
administration was continually viewed upon as an important
research agenda due to its particularity and the significant
impact that it has on the peace of the Korean peninsula as well
as Northeast Asia. During the research process, the decision of
the Park administration to commence nuclear development has
been highly evaluated as an strategic choice for ‘promoting
self-defense’ in a rapidly changing situation due to the detente
atmosphere. A number of discussions have been held about the

rationale behind Park’s nuclear development compared to that of
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the administration’s reason to join the NPT. It has been assumed
that the Park administration’s joining of the Treaty was because
of the pressure of the US and their provision of the nuclear
umbrella. However, the fact that they have joined the NPT, which
may seem as withdrawing from nuclear development even though
they have continued to develop nuclear weapons, is quite
compelling.

This study mainly deals with “why the Park administration
decide to join the NPT.” Although the regime had signed the NPT
in 1968, it has postponed the ratification, reason being that
North Korea did not join the Treaty at all. In February 1975, the
Ford administration had confirmed that the Park administration
has entered the initial stage of nuclear development and tried to
put a halt to the program. As a result, the National Assembly of
Korea ratified the NPT and the Republic of Korea became a
member of the NPT after 7 years had passed since the signature
of the Treaty. Nonetheless, the Park administration covertly
continued its nuclear development program. They had attempted
to increase their efforts in obtaining reprocessing capability and
enrichment facilities as well as developing ICBMs to carry nuclear
weapons. These efforts show past assumptions that the Park
administration aborted their nuclear program due to the pressure
of the US government is not entirely valid.

This being said, the study will assert the rationale of the
joining the NPT of the Park administration is the judgment that it
will enhance their nuclear capabilities. Furthermore, the study
will analyze the released confidential documents of Korea that
has been never dealt with in past studies since 1968, to reveal

factors behind the Park administration’s joining of the NPT. It
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will also identify whether the administration was able to make a
decision in joining the NPT because of the US commitment to
national defense, provision of the nuclear umbrella, and sanction
measures. If procuring nuclear weapons of a nation is partly
related to national security, as Waltz claimed, then there is lack
of evidence for a nation to voluntarily abort its nuclear program
when no other fundamental change has taken place in
international politics. Thus, the study will review the Park's
administration’s perception of the circumstance in relation to
national security, along with measures taken by the US.

The significance of this study is as follows. First, it focuses
on the factor of joining the NPT of the Park administration that
has never been thoroughly analyzed in previous research related
to the administration’s nuclear development. Second, this study
analyzes recently released confidential documents in relation to
Korea’'s joining of the NPT. Third, it will contribute to
understanding of cases in which the joining of the NPT did not
lead to abandoning nuclear weapons for nations that have
attempted to develop nuclear programs within the NPT, through
the case of the Park administration’s nuclear development and

joining of the treaty.

Keywords : Park Chung-hee, NPT, Nuclear proliferation, Nuclear
non-proliferation, Nuclear development, Analyzation of historical

records
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