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Abstract

The Changing Discourse on

Market Reforms in China:

State-Owned Enterprises reform after Mao

Heo, Jun
Department of Political Science and International Relations
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

After astounding economic achievements during the transition
period in the 90s and 2000s, the discourse on market reforms in
China has undergone drastic changes. Through the “Scientific
Outlook of Development” and the theory of “Harmonious Society”,
Hu Jintao readjusted the reform direction to a more equality and
distribution-oriented one and Xi Jinping has been introducing
more party-centered economic reform plans. Considering the
former leaders' reform strategies such as the market-oriented
“Deng Xiaoping Theory” and Jiang Zemin's socialist market
economy reform, recent initiatives by Hu and Xi are
pathbreaking. If the economic reforms have been so successful
and the party leaders are inheriting the heritage of the past as
they claim to be, then why is the reform path changing?

Regarding this question, most of the related literature has
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overlooked the importance of discourse and the possibility of
endogenous institutional change. This thesis argues the goal of
the reform has changed to a more equality-oriented and
party-centered one as the discourse on the reform and the

interpretation of its problems have changed.

keyword : SOE reform, market transition, discoursive
institutionalism, socialist market economy, Harmonious Society,
Chinese model
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