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[abstract]

The Organization and Political activity of
Youngtonnyung-Isang in Seongjong’s Reign

of Joseon Dynasty

Kim, Won-Hyeok
Department of korean history
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study analyzed the political situation During King
Seongjong’s  reign(1469~1494),  especially focusing on
establishment and political activity of Youngtonnyung-Isang (78
H# Ll the group having more than the chief of Tonnyungbu's
official rank). The period of King Seongjong’s reign has been
considered the time in which Daegan(Z#: Remonstration
officers) politically grew up, As King Seongjong gave the
preference to Daegan and checked the higher minister for
reinforcing the sovereign authority in the period of his directly
reign. However, in fact, conflicting with Daegan at that time,
King Seongjong was not at feud with higher minister.
Therefore there seems to be a need to analyze Political
activities related to the higher minister who have overlooked
in the meantime, to understand The management of the
political situation of King Seongjong’s period.

"The group having more than the chief of Tonnyungbu's official
rank’ that was called as “Youngtonnyung-Isang(FH# % LI )"

was a political core among the higher ministers in period of
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his directly reign. Youngtonnyung-Isang was composed of the
higher ministers, maintaining themselves exclusively through
crossing over Buwongun(JFFi#: the first class vassal of merit)
between the court office positions. This group had succeeded
the roll of Wonsang(FifH; vassal of merit was invested by
King Sejo to assist his government operation), which means
that the politics of the minority of higher minister was
persisted.

The members of Youngtonnyung-Isang were mainly Kking's
relatives in laws. [t has been known that this phenomenon
was influenced by regency of Queen grand mother(E=T)5),
because King Seongjong’s was too young to reign. Meanwhile
Tonnyungbu (3% )fF; A department for treatment of King's
relatives in laws with respect) which had been abolished by
King Sejo was reinstalled in this period. Though official of
Tonnyungbu had no specific duties, The king's relatives in
laws easily promoted to bureaucrat through changing their
position to the official having duty. Since then, Queen’s
family have a higher political status as the clause which was
the chief of Tonnyungbu(FHHEEFE) as Queen’s father was
inserted in {Gyeong guk Daejeon GFEEI L))

On the other hand Daegan had a chance to participate in
politics through the Gyeongyeon(#%E), and impeaching the
higher ministers for Irregularities. Consequently they
politically grew more than before. As having been educated on
doctrine of Confucian, King Seongjong dealt with them with
favor. However, King Seongjong began to conflict with Daegan
due to the affair of Daegan’s encouraging the factional
strife(1478, 9th year of King Seongjong’s reign). Also
Daegan’s political activities, such as remonstrance, have
limitied sovereign power since then. At that time, most of

Wonsang who had protected King Seongjong’s authority passed

- 62 — _.-:'._M—E ."‘l"-'l i



away around 10th year of King Seongjong’s reign. King
Seongjong had to choose suppression about the Daegan’s
power or promotion of the new political group under those
circumstances. King Seongjong selected the latter.

The means of the Youngtonnyung-Isang’s political
participation were the ’‘council of higher minister(iG#)’,
'holding a Gyeongyeon as the first class official’, ‘'undertaking
the minister of Yukjo'. ‘transmission to king about the
discussion of a serious matter among themselves’. acting with
the purpose of discussing important matter, council of higher
minister also functioned as refutation toward Daegan. They
also took part in the Gyeong'yeon, stating their views about
issues or giving advice about Daegan’s opinion. Besides they
exert their influence to Yukjo as undertaking the minister of
Yukjo.

Daegan also impeached Youngtonnyung-Isang’s member, and
making them oust as official. Although Youngtonnyung-Isang
lost their official title, the roll of them was not change, such
as participation in council of higher minister and
Gyeongyeon. In other words, King Seongjong gave proference
to Youngtonnyung-Isang. On the other hand, King Seongjong’s
attitude toward Youngtonnyung-Isang was bounded to grow
the king's relatives in laws, because almost all the members
of Youngtonnyung-Isang were the king's relatives in laws.
Daegan sharply criticized the personnel matters of the
maternal relatives of Kking included Youngtonnyung-Isang.
Especially Daegan fulminate official of the king's relatives in
laws in the latter years of King Seongjong reign. Nevertheless
King Seongjong protect his maternal relatives from the
Daegan’s criticism and even insisted that he had Gong-Lon (%4
i) .

King Seongjong called Youngtonnyung-Isang in just before
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his last moments, and assisted the price(#l#) as Wonsang
of prince. This was similar with the previous King's case like
King Sejo. Though Youngtonnyung-Isang was so old that they
were died in early YeonSan period, the people who related to
Youngtonnyung-Isang played an active part in politics. Their
political activities show the political coalition between King
Seongjong and Youngtonnyung-Isang, meaning the king's
maternal relatives officially entering into bureaucracy. In
addition, Youngtonnyung-Isang had great influence on
domination of King's relatives in laws at oncoming king's
generation, in terms of  the Youngtonnyung-Isang’s
descendants was being high class bureaucracy of king's
maternal relatives in the period of king Injong reign and King

myeongdoung reign.

Topics : The Group having more than the chief of Tonnyungbu's
Official Rank (78#(% LI L), Tonnyungbu(¥#}¥), King Seongjong
(#5%), Wonsang(FgfH), Higher minister(/kF), Remonstration
officer (Zi#), Council of Higher Minister (J&i%), King's relatives
in laws(’MEK), Gyeong'yeon ($8%E)
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