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ABSTRACT

A Study on Understanding Chinese Social Organizations and
Analyzing the Drivers and Constraints of Their Development

Xiufeng Li, Li Zhang & Yunkwon Kim

In socialism with Chinese characteristics, meaning a party-state system, the party and the
government have played a critical role in China’s ‘Strong State and Weak Society.” However,
there are numerous conflicts, policy problems, and public administration needs as wicked
global issues occur and the population exceeds 1.4 billion. Therefore, the Chinese
government cannot dissolve these complicated situations by itself. In this context, the
Chinese government will realign government functions and will pay much more attention to
Chinese social organizations.

This paper aims at understanding Chinese social organizations, analyzing the drivers and
constraints of Chinese organizational development, and drawing implications. By examining
Chinese social organizations, this paper analyzes the structural drivers (the transformation
of socialism with Chinese characteristics into a socialist economic system, the application of
ICT), institutional drivers (the demise of disorganized Danwe; institutions, government
reform), behavioral drivers (the participation of elites, the change of peoples perception).
On the other hand, this paper analyzes the structural constraints (the Chinese political
system, political culture), institutional constraints (legal, management of institutions) and
behavioral constraints (government officials perception, low level of peoples’ service attitude,
deviant behavior).

Chinese social organizations will develop much more in the future and play an important
role in Chinese and global society. The close relationship between Korea and China will
deepen greatly in social organizations as well as in the public sector and the private sector.
This paper may contribute to carrying out exchanges and partnerships between Korea and

China from the point of social organizations.

[Keywords: China, social organizations, drivers, constraints)
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