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Abstract

A Study on the Dual
Relationship between Individual

and Social Norms

Hwang InWoo
Painting major, Department of painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis is a work theory that analyzes my work by explaining
the process in which the critical awareness that forms the subject of
the work is derived from personal experience, and the method in
which the conceptual content is given shape through material and
form in completing a work of art that can be recognized by the
others. The work begins from the experience wherein my personal
ways of life come into conflict with the universal norms of Korean
society. In whichever society, there exist norms and virtues that are
deemed universal or ideal, and the members of the society undergo

the process of learning them through the education system. However,
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the norms and virtues of ‘education / employment / marriage /
success / ethics’ that are pushed on the individuals by the Korean
society have a single tone as though they are a social consensus,
while on the other hand, each individual has different temperament
and disposition so that these social standards cannot all be equally
met, which becomes a problem. Consequently, the norms and virtues
are dualistic in that they are necessary for maintaining the order of
society and for providing ideal goals of life while also becoming a
criterion that divides the individuals’ lives into superior and inferior.

To depict this kind of dual relationship between an individual and
the social norm through works of art, I have used the method of
'separation and recombination’ and ’reaction to conventional
expression’. First, the separation in the ‘separation and recombination’
method splits the abstract ideas of ’'individual’ and ’'society’ into
materials and forms, giving them shape that can be recognized by
the others. It is a method that depicts what this relationship is like
by recombining the materials and forms which represent the
individuals and the society. By combining the photographic images
that records my own actions of cleaning my deceased father’s
residence with the lines of the legal clause that specifies the
obligations of a family, the work, <Sticky Blood>, reveals the
difference between an actual family relationship and the social norms
that define a family. In <Private Story>, the video recording of me
making confessions at the clinic about my family affair was combined
with the image of an actor that imitates my words and actions. By
obscuring who the actual parties are in the matter of family, the
work explores the social gaze that restrict private conversations, and
looks for alternative conversation methods to counter it.

Whereas these works visualize the clash between personal ways
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of life and the social norms, 'reaction to conventional expression’ is a
method that utilizes the conventional expressions that justify socially
accepted ideas. I have taken note of the phenomenon in which
conventional expressions are prominent in both profit-seeking art that
1s disguised as meaningful by packaging itself with conventional
terms in art such as ‘communication’, and the rabble-rousing by the
political powers to purge the ‘commies that conceals their real
purpose of maintaining their vested interests. I carry out the
superficial instructions of these conventional expressions, and reveal
the process in which the act leads to contradicting results through
my work.
<Smooth Communication> is a work that creates a situation in which
the continued addition of new ways to facilitate communication
actually renders communication more difficult, portraying the
contradiction in the practice of embellishing the wvalue of artwork
through the supposition of communication. Whereas this work uses
the method of reversing the meaning of conventional language,
<6.19> makes use of the color red that is reminiscent of ‘pinko’,
which i1s a degrading term for communists. One of the norms that
exist in Korean society, which is the conviction of not wanting to
become a pinko, was expressed through the act of bleaching red
clothes. Yet the difference in the material of the red clothes results in
the failure at perfect bleaching, through which the work <6.19>
expresses that the political colors of individuals are not socially
controllable.

Since my work begins from the experience of family issues,
problems in my field of expertise, and political affairs, it is closely
related to my own life. Consequently, this paper also attempts to

analyze the work in terms of the methodology in implementing my
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views and thoughts as an artist, rather than the aspects of quality
and quantity of the artworks. This thesis is about tracing the
conceptual framework that penetrates through my individual works,
and the significance of this thesis can be found in the fact that such
analysis helps to broaden the view on art and in attaining a desirable

attitude as an artist.
Key words: the duality between individual and social norms, the
correlation between content and form, the methods of separation

and recombination, the inversion of conventional expression
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