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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Formation and Transformation of
Underground Housing in Seoul

Kang, KyungKuk
Advised by Prof. Jeon, Bong-Hee

Department of Architecture &
Architectural Engineering

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to analyze the formation and change
process of the basement dwelling that has been formed by the
multifaceted housing since the 1960 ’'s. The basement dwellings, which
started with the use of boiler rooms and shelters for single-family
houses, were once spread to accommodate 11% of ordinary households
in Seoul along with the continuous increase in population and the
related legislation reflecting Seoul’s population growth. Since the poor
indoor environment and inundation problems have been highlighted, and
the pilotty housing for parking space has been spreading, the basement
is gradually being reduced. Still, 228,467 households are still living in

Seoul, and it is still a type of housing.

Therefore, 1 think that it is meaningful to reveal the formation of
the basement dwelling, the process of change, and the present state.

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to investigate the formation and
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change patterns of underground housing in the multifamily process of

single - family houses since the 1970s.

The basement has emerged as a 'shelter’ for new ’single’ boothrooms
in the 1970s and for security measures since 1968. The basement,
which was originally a non-residential type, was used for residential
purposes in the process of 'multi-pronged’ while detached houses were
housed by the pressure of urbanization. The basically negative housing
was spread by institutionalization by government policy to solve the
housing crisis. In this process, the government directly or indirectly
activated the basement dwellings through changes in laws and
regulations as needed. Through this study, it was confirmed that
underground housing was utilized as one of the devices for housing
supply through multi - family and multi - family housing in the process
of solving the housing crisis of Seoul which had been extreme since
the 1970s.

Underground housing can be divided into five types, non - reshape
type, transitional type, alliance type, quasi - residential type, and
residential type depending on the law and purpose that affected. This
type is made by the change of the legal system and the legal system
changes after the new type comes out. In the 1980s, when illegal and
illegal architectural practices became popular and popularized, laws and
institutions were transformed into institutionalization and further

activation.

As a result of comparing three regions with different conditions, the
initial non - reshaping type and transient deformity tended to be
similar in all three regions, but regional specificity gradually appeared

due to factors such as location and population composition. For
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example, it is confirmed that there is a difference in choice between
multi - family and multi - family housing, and that the basement -
type residence of semi - residential type is active only in Shinryim -
dong. In the early period of the basement dwelling, similar housing was
produced for effective housing supply throughout the whole area, but it
was gradually changed according to the regional characteristics and
different type was selected. It is considered that the universal tendency
in the early stage of the formation of the basement is influenced by
the fact that the basement is vertically divided and is not directly

exposed to the outside.

In addition, there was a difference in land and location difference
within the same area. Basement housing is still often supplied in the
form of leases or short-term contracts, in which case profitability
becomes very important. In recent years, the related laws such as
parking regulations have been strengthened recently. Therefore, in
order to secure economic efficiency, a land of more than a certain size
has been required, and the development direction has been divided into
the development through the colliery, the conversion to the pilotti

house, and the construction of the semi-residential type.

To define the character of the basement dwelling, it can be said as
‘vertically divided attached dwelling’. Most of the characteristics of
the basement dwellings are due to the fact that the basement dwellings
are vertically separated from the ground and are attached to various
types of buildings at the same time. As a result, the type of basement
dwellings is usually categorized similarly to the type of building to
which it belongs. In this respect, it is questionable whether to look at

the basement dwelling as an independent study subject or to share its
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own type. However, the use of buildings in underground houses may
change depending on whether or not the underground houses are used.
It can be said that it is meaningful to divide the basement house

independently and classify the type.

Keyword: Underground Housing, Basement, Legal System, Regulation,
Type, Multyfamily Housing, Urban Housing
Student Number: 2014-22625
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