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ABSTRACT

A Study of Personnel Balance in Korean Political Appointees

Hyejin Kang & Byong-Seob Kim

This research attempted to examine the representativeness of Korean political
appointees grounded in the theory of representative bureaucracy. Data on individual
indicators including region, gender, and major were collected for the political appointees
holding positions above vice-minister over 70 years from the Rhee Syngman Administration
to the first cabinet reshuffle of the Moon Jae-in Administration.

The analysis shows that regional deviation in political appointments has gradually been
alleviated. What is unique about it is that the degree of deviation has bounced back and forth
according to political control in the provinces of Gyeongsang, Jeolla, and Chungcheong. On
the other hand, Gangwon, Jeju, and Gyeonggi provinces have continued to account for only
a small percentage of political appointees. The relative proportion of women proved to be
quite low, along with those majoring in science and engineering. Therefore, it was suggested
that regional representativeness must be managed in order for any region to produce more
or less 10% of total appointees. In addition, the proportion by gender and major could be
balanced as well if women and those with degrees in science and engineering each make up

twenty percent of total appointees.

[Keywords: political appointment, representative bureaucracy, balanced personnel
system)



