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he nature of sovereignty and its possession constitute essential parts
Tin theorizing modern international political relations. Mainstream in-
ternational relations theory from the West assumes the existence of com-
plete sovereign states equipped with legal sovereignty, territory and people
under the organizing principle of anarchy. States act according to the prin-

ciples of balance of power, security dilemma, cooperation, alliance, and
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power transition. However, the process of modern state formation in the
non-Western regions is characterized by domination and distortion, which
left the status of sovereignty in these regions highly incomplete. Complex-
ity comes from the situation where incomplete sovereignty of these states
are inextricably combined with Western countries’ complete sovereignty
which empower them. How the interaction of these two groups are be-
ing unfolded and how the incompleteness of non-Western sovereignty
remains intact is the core of modern international relations. His article
suggests concepts such as incomplete sovereignty and complex anarchy
as basic components of theorizing Northeast Asian international relations.

Also it examines the recognition game among them as an empirical case.

KEY WORDS S50} Northeast Asia, & sovereignty, F&5&El anarchy, &¢I

recognition, WEA territoriality
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capital of the Republic of China has been at Taipei, Taiwan (Formosa)
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not been transferred to China; and that Formosa is not a part of China as
a country, at least not as yet, and not until and unless appropriate treaties
are hereafter entered into. Formosa may be said to be a territory or an area
occupied and administered by the Government of the Republic of China,

but is not officially recognized as being a part of the Republic of China.
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