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18) Oscar Handlin, Commonwealth; A Study of the Role of Government in the
American Economy: Massachusetts, 1774-1861 (New York: New York
University Press, 1947); Stephen Skowronek, Building a New American
State: The Expansion of National Administrative Capacities, 1877-1920
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982); William J. Novak, The
People’s Welfare: Law and Regulation in Nineteenth-Century America
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996).
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19) Richard Maxwell Brown, No Duty to Retreat: Violence and Values in
American History and Society (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991).



0j=9| aolgo] 2st =4 109

Al Eee ASAoR HEEQGAL B 4 itk ols %k Holol ¢
S3P7] ot doftk. =7iet Y Apole] A= ofu] gt viet 2
o] F2of sl Fa% SFFR A|EHAAL, A 1009 Sl s
ot HHel syt ol IES A uld F3of] o) Fa%t FAR AR

wolch20) TR B mololalls B4 Eejo] 222 BoH uiw
of, A4 Zelo] HAEgicka & 4 ok 53], Tojbh A 2
2 Aojsr] 913l o Almel oxa) greAl, IS B FHH O
ol ANE 7RIoR ofE ABE ARYEA, delx I3 A=g o
A, o7 v SH=A, 1 S ofx) wloleln] ghe Aojck uip W
s, ALQI&o] oAb FolZ Ysht SRS Wt AT A
E3he o Egol B AUT 024 £AS 254 Bankn & 4 9)

oh BE, delokro] “EHs} 34 S wEe BH ofo] glojx Akl
20) A71H oI5 AWK o B&E FAR, ko dae FAY
o WU BT PE Bo] B AL ohth T4 Eay
3} v, Jejm AnjaRee] mojolx w7e] ofgto] WAkHoln
Hrom HFEA Rt sk Azl Eu.

o] BAME The ShEo® AH Zelo fat wle] HEolx vz
L oRow Helt o5, 19l Zae &3] Al wEelolx dofit
Fld @AOR (FEn, weby SAEAPIAE A4 FAR 3
Tk 2 o) BHjs WAT 2 el 1Y Eee sk
= glo] W Aol A B ofet ARlolAE, ® At stao]
AE Zelglo] WAaet. Hsol, TAL Agelt A%, i v} ¥

= Jd4L

rr

20) Max Weber, “Politics as a Vocation,” From Max Weber: Essays in
Sociology, trans. and ed. H. H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1946), 77-128; Hannah Arendt, On Violence (New
York: Harcourt, 1970); Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth
of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage, 1995); idem,
Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings, 1972-1977, trans.
Colin Gordon et al. (New York: Vintage, 1980).
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22) Pieter Spierenburg, “American Homicide: What Does the Evidence Mean for
Theories of Violence and Society?” Crime, Histoire & Sociétés / Crime,
History & Societies 15.2 (December 2011): 123-29; idem, “Questions that
Remain: Pieter Spierenburg’s Reply to Randolph Roth,” ibid., 147-50. E3t

S H|g= Zsle) Jill Lepore, “Rap Sheet. Why is American History So
Murderous?” New Yorker, November 9, 2009, 79-83.
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24) YAHE golE, Tnj2o] o}E,, 793 9 (3], 2012); Gunnar Myrdal, An
American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern Democracy (1944;
New York: Pantheon Books, 1962); Michael Harrington, The Other America:
Poverty in the United States (1962; New York: Touchstone Books, 1997).

25) Henry Steele Commager, “The History of American Violence: An
Interpretation,” in Violence: The Crisis of American Confidence, ed. Hugh
Davis Graham (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1971), 3-26;
Richard Hofstadter, “Reflections on Violence in America,” in American
Violence: A Documentary History, ed. Richard Hofstadter and Michael
Wallace (New York: Oxford University Press, 1970), 3-43; Michael Wallace,
“The Uses of Violence in American History,” American Scholar 40.1
(Winter 1970-71): 81-102.
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26) Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old
South, 25" anniversary ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2007).
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27) Edward L. Ayers, Vengeance and Justice: Crime and Punishment in the
Nineteenth-Century South (New York: Oxford University Press, 1984); idem,
“Legacy of Violence,” American Heritage, October 1991, 102-09.

28) Grady McWhiney, Cracker Culture: Celtic Ways in the Old South

(Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1988); Richard E. Nisbett and
Dov Cohen, Culture of Honor: The Psychology of Violence in the South
(New York: HarperCollins, 1996); Elijah Anderson, “The Code of Streets,”
Atlantic, May 1994, 80-94.
ol FHESkEE Zflol FARH A HlEe AL led, ol daibe the
T3S #asle) Jeffrey S. Adler, “Murder, North and South: Violence in
Early-Twentieth-Century Chicago and New Orleans,” Journal of Southern
History 74.2 (May 2008): 297-324.
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Homicide in 19th-Century California (Reno, NV: University of Nevada
Press, 2002): David Peterson del Mar, Beaten Down: A History of
Interpersonal Violence in the West (Seattle: University of Washington Press,
2002); Jeffrey S. Adler, First in Violence, Deepest in Dirt: Homicide in
Chicago, 1875-1920 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006).
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32) William J. Novak, “The Myth of the ‘Weak’ American State,” American
Historical Review 113.3 (June 2008): 752-72; Max M. Edling, A Revolution
in Favor of Government: Origins of the U.S. Constitution and the Making of
the American State (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003); idem, 4
Hercules in the Cradle: War, Money, and the American State, 1783-1867
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2014); Patrick Griffin, American
Leviathan: Empire, Nation, and Revolutionary Frontier (New York: Hill &
Wang, 2007); Brian Balogh, 4 Government Out of Sight: The Mystery of
National Authority in Nineteenth-Century America (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2009); idem, The Associational State: American
Governance in the Twentieth Century (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2015); Gary Gerstle, Liberty and Coercion: The Paradox
of American Government (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2015);
James T. Sparrow, William J. Novak, and Stephen W. Sawyer, eds.,
Boundaries of the State in US History (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2015).
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79 149 F<%); Equal Justice Initiative, Lynching in America: Confionting
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38) Michael J. Pfeifer, Rough Justice: Lynching and American Society,
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Press, 2011); Ashraf H. A. Rushdy, American Lynching (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 2012).

39) US Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, “Homicide Trends in
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Abstract

The Debates on the Homicide Rate
of the United States

Youngsoo Bae
(Seoul National University)

This essay reviews two recent debates about why the homicide rate has long
been relatively high in the United States. The debates took place among
American historians calling attention to the federal system of government,
ineffective social control by communities, and other features peculiar to the
United States and their European counterparts trying to elaborate “the civilizing
process,” which in the 1930’s Norbert Elias conceptualized in order to explain
the long-term decline of violence in modern Europe. The debaters often referred
to the larger context, but they failed to explore the relationship between violence
and state and that between private violence and public authority; they took for
granted the modern state with a monopoly of the legitimate use of violence. It
is noteworthy, then, that the American state relied upon private power as much
as upon public authority, which was evident under slavery and the system of

racial segregation.
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