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Abstract

A Study on a Meaning of the Intended

‘Recognition Process of Visual Illusion’
on Art Work

Song, Jun Ho
Fine Arts
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to understand ‘the behavior which
intends to specifically instruct the cognitively direction of the
exhibition visitors by the artist's concept who intentionally
intervene in it, in the process of the perception at the beginning of
appreciation— which 1s constantly presented in my art work.
‘Specifically instructing the process of the cognition’ is a kind of
methodology which was commonly used in my art work. When the

visitors encounter my work at the art space; @ they can’t



immediately recognize the objects due to the illusion which have
intentionally expressed by the artist, then @ they became realized
what is strange, and @ they will observe closely it again. This
process is created intentionally by the artist, and the meaning of
‘do not properly appreciate’ when the visitors encounter firstly the
work, it is transferred to ‘properly appreciated’, which is an
intentional process by the artist. In a later step, the visitors will
not stay at the ‘illusive’ phase, but will approach the work in a
manner of recognizing that they have looked at it wrong.
Unconsciously, the visitors will be stuck in the frame of
appreciation, following the way of artist’s suggest. In the process
of the cognition of the illusive view, the visitors could have an
experience of the shaking of cognition, which is the structure of
appreciation that the artist has set up as the first starting point to

understand the work.

[ have induced this way to look like the eyes move in my
sculpture. When we describe such kinds of works, the term -
illusive view(optical illusion) - has been often and mainly used,
however, it had the uncertain limit to describe. It is because that I
think that illusive view happens not only at the perceptive level
but also at the cognitive level and we need to discuss about it
more at the perceptive level. I have an experienced that the
contents of the works were diluted, because of the Korean cultural
background in which the word - illusive view - 1is being used
(even though the content the work talk about and the methodology
to deliver it are inseparable). Based on the recognition of this kind

of problem, I raised the issue of the 'awareness of the problem'



that the proper concept and the language are required to describe

my work.

The main point of discussion in this paper i1s not an individual
content or an artistic judgment of the work, but the meaning of the
certain approach that the artist has set up as the relationship
between the audience and the work. At the center of this issue,
there lies a question about how the author intends to generate
artistic feelings through his work to the audience.

The story of Zeuxis and Parrhasios was considered good example
to concrete the concept. The contest result who painted better
ended as a Parrhasios' victory. What is the cause of such a result?
It was neither from a vote of people nor from the objective
verification. Zeuxis, a painter who painted the picture deceiving a
bird's eye view' misunderstood Parrhasio's emblem as a real thing,
and acknowledged himself that he admitted he misunderstood.
Parrhasios made Zeuxis misunderstood and admitted himself so that
he acquired the position that he could paint better. I hypothesizes
that Parrhasios specifically instructed Zeuxis the direction of his

cognition process and developed the discussion.

In order to do more specific analysis on the ‘phenomenon of
'illusive view' from the story of Zeuxis and Parrhasios, I have
briefed the process of human sensation to the external object from
a physiological point of view. At the same time, [ have
differentiated the happening of illusive view in the process of
further initial perception as "illusion" and the illusive view In

relation to the cognition as "illusive perception" in relation to the



vision. I propose this classification method because the use of the
term - illusion— cannot adequately explain the 'cognitive meaning
of the illusive view'. We may consider that seeing is not processed
in the eyes (the realm of the sensory organ) but in the whole
process that wvisual stimulation is perceived and cognized and
recognized In the cognitive part. In this regard, it seems necessary
that the automatic illusive view which occurs in the initial process
of perception is set as "optical illusion", whereas the illusive view

which occurs from the cognition is set as "visual illusion".

[ have assumed the artist’s lure to make the visitors misunderstood
and cognized as it looks like as 'the recognition process of Visual
illusion’ and examined it's meaning. The concept of ‘sim—an’ is
based on the basic concept that, in modern painting, the artist will
not have a dominant leadership but he has to work opening the
possibility of a variety of interpretations by the audience. 1
mentioned that not only the framing of the audience but also the
way of viewing by the visitors be considered in the production of
the works. It is possible to say that researcher's process of
illusive perception seems more in the concrete state that limits
'the order and the way in which the viewer perceives than 'in the
'consideration of the viewer's way of view'. I examined this section
additionally the 'limited' characteristics of the works through the
theory of Indian aesthetics 'rasa'.

I examined the continuous discrepancy of perception that is the
characteristics of the recognition process of visual illusion, and
discussed about that the cognition of the stratified layer to look at

the ‘perception not integrated’. I briefly reviewed that such flow of



stratified layer cognition takes effect the internal reference process
in the state of insufficient external information and what is the

meaning of such internal reference process.

I have discussed the 'recognition process of visual illusion', which
1s intended to be a special case occurred at the point where the
work meets the visitors, rather than the content intended to
deliver when it comes to the approach the work. I expected such a
discussion would be interpreted as the path to deliver the
multilayer meanings combined with the content of the work as a

result.

Key words: optical Illusion, visual Illusion, recognition process of
visual illusion, visual cognition, cognition, perception—illusion
oscillation, stratified layer cognition, internal reference process,

continuity, self-deviant personality
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