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Abstract

A De-constructive Art Practice
in My Work toward
De—authoritarian Visual Culture

Maeng Seonggyu Painting Major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study analyzes the relation between authoritarianism and
visual culture of Korean society through post—structuralist
semiology, and explores the feasible ways to resist by
de—construction of signs and its art practice. I found that
authoritarian attitude is maintained as various external forms by
bureaucratic institutions such as local governments, military,
churches which put their power above the needs and opinions of
the public. Many images and symbols of these institutions in public
spaces have a bright and friendly appearances, but the images were
ironically produced by a closed, unilateral process for their own
purposes. Majored in graphic design and contemporary art in Korea,

I've been critical about these camouflaged—democratic images.
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Accordingly, I tried to disclose the image strategies of bureaucratic
institutions through de-constructive art work.

Post-structuralist semiology analyzes that the dominant ideology
continually connects signifier and signified. I found several symbols
that proclaims the connection between signifier and signified is
fixed. And, the fixed symbols were unilaterally conventionalized by
the bureaucratic institutions. Although the public opinion was
excluded from the production process of the symbols, those
symbols pretend to be representing the public. Therefore, I thought
de-construction of the fixed signs is a resistant method against the
bureaucratic image production systems and its implicit authoritarian
attitude. Through the de-constructive methodology in my work, I
tried to reveal the fixed connection between signifier and signified
as arbitrary, suggesting signifier as polysemous.

[ investigated the visual and structural features and designing
method of public symbols of bureaucratic institutions, then
converted it to other forms of art works to de—construct the sign of
the symbols. To de-construct and re—construct the sign, I
meta—critically utilized design methodology by focusing on principle
or structure of designing methods rather than focusing on visual
features of designed image. In other words, design isn’t used for
“artistic expression” in my art work. I considered that artist's
subjective expression has similarity with unilateral image production
process of bureaucratic institutions because both cases ‘arbitrarily’
fix connection between signifier and signified. The way [ use design
should oppose to the way of bureaucratic institutions. Design
methodology of my art work is focused on revealing semiological
structure of designed image and its production system. This
methodology is referred to as ‘meta—design’.

Based on my research, I tried to disclose the contradictory
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relation between image and meaning of Minbangwi(civil defence of
Korea) logo in Minbangwi Ball. Like the case of Minbangwi, I could
find other cases of contradictory forms and contents of symbols
which reveals arbitrary character of the symbol itself. I defined
those contents as ‘critical Information’, and applied it in Red
Materials. On the process of making functional product in Segero
Adapter, 1 took ‘functionality’ as a meta—-design method of art to
oppose the languages of symbols which is just ideational and
irrelevant to actual life. Through these process, [ anticipated the
‘functionality’ in my art work to extends forms and practice of art
to our daily life.

I considered historical and social aspects in my work, in
Foster’s words, the balance of vertical and horizontal axis of art.l)
Beyond personal interest, [ investigated visual culture of Korea and
found a cultural authoritarianism behind the bureaucracy and its
unilateral communication system. Through my art works and its
de-constructive methodology, [ attempted to disclose implicit
authoritarianism in visual culture persisted under bureaucratic
system. [ think my art work might not implement change on the
bureaucratic system, but it may intervene the rigid system with
creativity and suggest a de—authoritarian, de—bureaucratic

communication platform.

keywords : authoritarianism, image system, post-structuralist
semiology, strategy of de—construction, meta—-design,
art and daily life

Student Number @ 2015-22953

1) Hall Foster, The Return of the Real, kyungsung university press, 2003, p. 14.
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