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Abstract

The Dialectic of Prayer Discourse
and Doctrinal Discourse within

Anselm’s Proslogion

Young Won Kim(Seoul National University, lecturer)

The Purpose of this paper is to identify and analyze the
dialectic of prayer discourse and doctrinal discourse within
Anselm’s Proslogion. As a matter of fact, these different kinds of
discourse have not been dealt with together in the sense that
only doctrinal and philosophical discourses of Proslogion II-IV
were the focus of limelight in the academic realm.

From the perspective of Anselm’s life as a monk in Bec,
however, we need to analyze doctrinal and philosophical
discourses within the Proslogion in a necessary relationship with
prayer discourse since he wrote the FProslogion within the
context of monastic life, in which prayer discourse and doctrinal
discourse were not systematically separated yet. Furthermore,
the prayer discourses especially in Proslogion I, the end of IV,
XIV, and XXIV showed that doctrinal discourses within the
Proslogion were sublated to a higher level through these prayer
discourses. Thus, in order to interpret the ZFProslogion properly,
we need to seriously consider the dialectic of prayer discourse

and doctrinal discourse in the future studies.



QT 0] rERsEs S0 e weldes) JEdEe WEY 151

This insight from the analysis of the Frosiogion urges us to
reconsider the way of dealing with religious classical texts in
two respects. First, we need to develop a holistic approach
which includes their practical and theoretical aspects. Second, we
need to find a meaningful message from these texts in order to

enlighten the barren modern minds.

Key words: Anselm of Canterbury, Proslogion, Prayer

Discourse, Doctrinal Discourse



