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Abstract

Kang Youwei’s Deification of

Confucius

- focusing on Commentary on the Confucian Analects

Lim, Boo-Yeon(Seoul National University)

This article is aimed to investigate the perspective and
logic of Kang Youwei(fif /5, 1858~1927)'s deification (iZ1k) of
Confucius in Commentary on the Confucian Analects ("izEs) on
the basis of New Text Confucianism(% V&), The former part
disclosed Kang Youwei's “great principles in subtle words” (4=
K#%) in Confucian Analects, namely Great Unity (X[A]), Spiritual
Intelligence (i), and Benevolence ({2). And then the latter part
illuminated the main characters of Confucius’ Way (&) and Virtue
(%), and the agnostic aspects of Confucius as spiritual sage(i
).

First, Kang Youwei imagined the utopia of Great Unity (K
) as the world completely realizing the idea of freedom (K )
and equality (%) introduced from modern West. Especially, the
basis of Confucian idea that everything is essentially same (&%
—B4). he insisted not only people’s equality (AEZF4E) but also all
sentient being’s equality (E474%). Spiritual Intelligence was
defined as the inner subjective ground breaking through all
barriers between self and others, and making Great Unity

possible. Finally, the Benevolence as the innate essence of
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everything and the public virtue of universal love (I#%%), was
redefined as the gradual salvation of all sentient beings. As a
result, the Great Unity was naturally identified with the Great
Benevolence (A17).

Second, Kang Youwei insisted that Confucius’ Way, stressing
the Human Way (AJH) than Spiritual Way (i), had contributed
greatly to the development of human civilization from the
perspective of religious evolutionism. In the sphere of Human
Way, the inner sage (M%) had the priority over the outer king
(J+F). Confucius’ Supreme Virtue (£#£) was defined as
metaphysical dimension beyond language and knowledge while the
Six Canon (7~#%)’s words for education were regarded as branch
or trace. Meanwhile, Confucius could become the whole
humankind's sage over the national border on the basis of
universal language containing public law. Finally, Kang Youwel
imagined Confucius as actively participating in the affairs of the
world without any attachment. Especially, Kang insisted that the
awareness of one’s own fate should be necessary for the duty of
Benevolence.

From these characteristics, we can conclude that Kang
Youwei defied Confucius as fundamentally agnostic spiritual sage
(iEe) and universal religious leader (3t ¥) for all mankind beyond
chinese national border. In this sense, he pursued the
universalization of Confucius (fLf-1:5#1k) over the sinification of
Confucius (JL-f-+B1t) based on nationalism.

Key Words: Kang Youwei (HiFf), deification (iliE1b),
Commentary on the Confucian Analects (“fwiE{rs),
universalization of Confucius(fL7-ftF1k)



