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Abstract

Formation and Development of Daoist
Doctrines and Thoughts

Mugitani Kunio (Kyoto University)

The Six Dynasties, Sui and Tang periods of China is the
formation period of Daoist doctrine. During this period, the most
important doctrinal question in Daoism was how to determine the
relation between the philosophical concepts of Dao iH (the Way)
and Qi & (the pneuma), and the theological concept of Shen Jif
(the gods or spirit).

We can find the first answer to this question in the concept
of Daoqi i&&, in which Dao and Qi were regarded as identical.
It developed the Daoist doctrine of Trinity of Dao, Qi, and Shen,
which became more sophisticated in the process of disputing with
Buddhist. The Daoist doctrine was completed in the Tang dynasty
period. It explained Dao, Qi, and Shen are just the ji ¥, or the
phenomenal and distinct manifestations of miaoben Y7 (the
Mystical Root), which is the fundamental being of the three.

At the same time, in the process of composing Daoist

doctrine, a noteworthy argument was advocated the Dao-xing iE%:



(Dao Nature) is inherent in all beings including non-conscious
beings. Such an argument is preceded to the Buddhist famous
doctrine that Buddha Nature is inherent in non-conscious beings,
and this is extremely important achievement in Chinese history

of thoughts.

Keywords: Dao-Qi &%, Dao Nature (daoxing &%), Buddha
Nature (foxing ffis1%), Mystical Root (miaoben WH7K),
Three Qi of Mysterious, Primary, and Beginning

(xuan-yuan-shi sanqi ZICHE=5R)



