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Action Research on Subjectivity Formation of Married Migrant
Women Through Critical Literacy Education*

Kim, Hyosook™
Lee, Kyunghwa™*

The purpose of this study was to develop the subjectivity of marriage migrant women to
transform social inequalities by recognizing and critically reflecting their problems through
critical literacy education. We conducted a step-by-step process of problem-posing, dialogue,
discussion, praxis, and reflection based on Freire’s critical literacy education for six married
immigrant women of the global center under the Ministry of Justice.

The result was that the married immigrant women began to escape from a silent culture,
recognizing the problem that people don't listen. In the stage of dialogue and debate, critical
thinking, diverse perspectives, and empathy were demonstrated while linking personal
problems to social dimension and identifying the causes. In the practice stage, we focused
on efforts to acquire autonomy for life and overcome unequal relationship and alienation
through small practice and sharing. In the reflection stage, critical reflection through journal
writing was activated, planning for the future while escaping from dependent life.

Therefore, it is suggested that Korean language education for immigrants should be to form
the subjectivity as the subject of the dignified life by executing critical literacy education beyond

functional literacy education.

Key words: marriage migrant women, subjectivity, critically reflecting, critical literacy, action

research, freire
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