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Abstract

Painting as a Means of Representing Memory and
Capturing Experiences within Specific Settings

—based on my works—

Lee, Hye—in

Painting Major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School, Seoul National University

The disappearance of the neighborhood where 1 spent a long
part of my life through redevelopment was an incident that made
me aware for the first time of how finite everything in this
world is and how easily it can change. That feeling of loss
served as a motivating force at a time when I was establishing
the foundation of my work, and I began attempting to assuage
the feelings of loss by reexamining lost things through memory

and painted images.

My early memory—based works such as Blue Door House were
an example of visualizing memories of no longer existent objects
through material on the canvas. I repeatedly summoned and drew
the experiences of a home and neighborhood that remained
within my body, connecting them together so that I could see
myself through a map of memory. As the paintings intensified, I

used abstract traces from the displacement of paint to express
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the invisible forces responsible for the spaces disappearing. 7he
Cycle of Red—Brick House, which combines memory drawing
with abstract color plane techniques, alludes to a cycle of
creation and death, expressing both memories of the past and

the absence of the present.

As they combined with my imagination, the memory landscapes
created with these two techniques transformed into symbolic and
surrealistic scenes, and while I did experience pleasure in the
artistic process, I also found myself depleted through the
painting of past memories. [ wanted to visit the field in front of
the old house that had been so important to me in my youth,
confronting the surrounding objects and experiencing the setting

from a present—day perspective.

My work in outdoor settings, starting with the FEmpty Address_
The Field in Front of Neunggok Station project, could be
described as involving the perception other presences through
the body and the representation of this process in painted
images. I see that process of directly confronting and
representing the landscapes and people that 1 encountered in
open spaces outside the studio as a meaningful approach that
enables communion between myself and the world beyond a
limited scope of thinking. This outdoor painting, which forced me
to remain in my present perceptual state, not only was healing
for me in my psychological state of depression over past
memories but also afforded me a hitherto unknown sense of
wonder toward the world. Walking through the fields each day, I
could feel my physical senses sharper, which enabled me to
connect with the objects that I viewed and influenced by painting

process. This form of drawing by viewing objects in outdoor
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settings 1s essentially a process of sustained gazing, which is
similar to the tactile act of caressing. The process leaves its
mark through the painted work. That image remaining on a
single surface 1s obtained as a result of different layers of
action: the walking, the gazing, and the caressing. The eye
directed at the object unconsciously viewed internal memories
related to seeing, which results in a peak experience as the

external landscape combines with the internal consciousness.

The series The Summer Midnight in Berlin, in contrast, is a case
of restricting the environmental conditions of painting so that the
process would be more evident in the painted surface. The
darkness of night enforced a maximally passive attitude in which
I observed and reflected the state of the body’ s different
senses, including hearing and touch as well as sight. The
resulting paintings come across as failures when viewed again as
images centered on vision. To me, however, this appeared to
represent another possibility for the painting to provoke
contemplation of the context and sequential relationship of the

artwork behind the surface—level visual image.

I use the traditional medium of oil paints, working from the
direct observation of objects under different environmental
conditions that I propose for myself. My reasons can be
understood as an attempt to understand how we perceive the
world within rapidly changing visual and perceptual environments,
and what “reality” is in the contemporary context. I also
believe when we focus on the present moment and perceive the
things around us, the possibility arises for us to escape our

narrow confines and open up to relationships with others.
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