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ABSTRACT

A Study of Rawls’s The Law of peoples

: Implications for Ethics Education

Shin Jisun

Department of Ethics Education

Seoul National University

Based on a critical review of Rawls’s 7he Law of Peoples (LP), this
study aims to propose its implications for ethics education. In ZPA,
Rawls offers a political conception of international justice beyond the
individual state by extending his theory for domestic justice as fairness
represented in Political Liberalism. In particular, he provides a modified
view of a hypothetical contract device whereby the contracting parties
are representatives of peoples who can choose the fundamental
principles and norms of international law and practice. Rawls’s L2 has
received much criticism for its key assumptions that the parties who
choose principles of global justice are not individuals but peoples (.e.,
the inadequate use of the term “peoples”) and that members living in
well-ordered societies do not owe to the members of other societies the
same sort of justice that they owe to one another (e, an
anti—cosmopolitan stance).

In the light of such criticism, this study analyzes how Rawls’s

:
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discussions on international justice elaborated in LP are interpreted in
high school ‘Life and Ethics’ and ‘Ethics and Thought™ textbooks. On
the basis of the textbook analyses, this study also suggests the ways in
which Rawls’ central ideas in ZP and its criticism, including Rawls’s
support for basic human rights, the debates between internationalism
and cosmopolitanism, can be best utilized in high school ethics
textbooks. In doing so, it ultimately argues that Rawls’s work on LP
should be incorporated in secondary ethics curricular in a way that it
can foster students’ ability to appreciate universal values shared in a
global community and to critically engage in global issues and

phenomena.

Student Number: 2019-28469

Key Words: John Rawls, The Law of Peoples, Human Rights, Foreign Aid,
Internationalism, Cosmopolitanism, Global Citizenship Education,
Ethics Education
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