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(Abstract)

The relational aspect between a family and the royal family and

its meaning in early long-length Korean classical novels

Jeung, Sun-Hee *

This paper is about the study that examines the relational aspect between a family
and the royal family in the early long-length Korean classical novel, which is
<Sohyunsungrok>. This novel is written in the mid to late 17th century. It is about
establishment, prosperity, and succession of the Sohs. The stature of the Sohs was
positioned as a family of integrity and tried to practice filial piety as the most important
virtue, but had a sense of loyalty that saves the nation in a great crisis at the same
time. Besides, they were cooperative to the king but when there was a fault, they
followed a custom by speaking plainly. These orientation and stature of the family
appear intensively in narrations about a princess married to this family and a queen
from this family. By a trial of strength between the princess and a king’s son-in-law,
the justification of the family’s lifestyle and values was imposed and by a daughter
being a queen, the morality and qualifications of the family were verified.

The dynamics between the family and the royal family were handled comprehensively
by widely examining the main characters’ political views, debates about setting of
relation and duty between sovereign and subject, contents about a conflicting relation
between loyalty and filial piety and about participation in war and a marriage becoming
a queen, as well as a princess's marriage. Through this, the novel informs about values

and views of life of writers and readers of the time.
Key Words : the early long-length Korean classical novel, <Sohyunsungrok>, royal
family, the dynamics between the family and the royal family, loyalty

and filial piety, a princess’s marriage, a marriage becoming a queen

* Professor, Department of Korean language & literature, Hongik University.



